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LAKE CITY is located in the exact center of the southwest quarter of
n Creel
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of the San Juan Range of the Colorado Rockies. Four miles southeast of
town is Lake San Cristobal, the largest natural lake in the state, and sixty
miles farther in this direction is Creede, another of the early mining
camps.

‘The scenery around Lake City is picturesque. Rugged snow-capped
peaks rise above timberline to over 14,000 feet from lesser mountains
covered with spruce and aspen. Swift mountain streams rush down to
feed Henson Creek which runs through a deep, colorful canyon to join
the Lake Fork of the Gunnison River. The climate is mild in summer, but
in winter the streams and lakes are frozen, and the snowfall from Decem-
ber to April blocks passage on the trails and closes high mountain roads
to Inoturized travel.

Two highways permit access from the south and the north, while
narrow jeep il Joad 10 “ghost” towas, abandoned mines, and deserted
‘miner’ cabins of the San Juan

“The town itself sil boars.the landmarks of its colorful past. Tall
mountain cotonwoods, planted by the first setlers,lne Silver Street and
Gunnison Avenue, the main thoroughfares; fire-blackened soil marks the
location of the once famous Oceidental Hotel and of the American House
Windowess stone walls identified in cornerstones s, a bank, a lodge hall,
and a blacksmith shop stll remain. Modern merchandise ills the shelves

cl
T e e s e o o s ot Ghrch g on
the hill, remain unlocked.

"he neon signs and the modern tourist courts have mushroomed in
recent yars,and the paved highway from Gumnison culs distance each

et, when the last tourist station wagon leaves, when the last
hunter rides out with game for the winter and antlers for trophies, then the
Lake Cityan who knew the gold and silver rush days, or, whose parents
have bequeathed him a legacy of memories and legends, turns to the Lake
City of less than a hundred inhabitants. In his mind he may hear again
the excited cries of growth and
and plumbs the roots e food he. msnhable desire to experience with
the miners, “another spring, another hope.

‘The carly history of Lake City was fraught with alterate periods
of excitement and excessive mining activity, coupled with periods of
disappointment. The extreme richness of some ore bodies and the poverty
of otherscontributed tg thse variant conditions. Other mining conors have
similar backgrounds, but n few places in Colorado have the economic
Eycles boen 5 pronounced as at Lake City. To some the present quiet s
prelude to another rich discovery, or an economic upswing; to others, the
tenacity with which Lake City clings to existence, when such San Juan
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the social and

oo aimanel ;o RSC TR

ing camps as Capital City, Sherman, Animas Forks and White Cross
have long since become “ghost” towns, denotes an indefinable quality of
strength and stability. Those who agree with the latter opinion reason that
tural pattern set by the early leaders engendered a quality
faith in the future. Concurring in this opinion, M. K
rly resident, said
1 am like the miners, fo

or 1 still believe that some “next spring” that
wonderful gold vein will be found and that the beautiful mountain
town of Lake Gity will once again be teeming with life. a wise
Providence that arranged the gold and silver so that one genera
does not get it all

Oklahoma City, Okla.
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ige. This is the scene of

v a severe thunder and lightning

OMPAGHRE PEAK, the highest in the San Juan ran
" on July 4th, 1881, which was climaxed b

intain were made in almost

THE SUMMIT OF 14,306-FOOT U

the famous “Flag Raising Ceremony
storm. Trips to the top of this m

-y summer season, beginning in 1877.

it /
T oline of Guld and Siloen

THE UTE INDIANS provente
region prior to 1874. James Harrison, J. K. Mullen, and George Boughton
estabished a temporary carmp near the mouth of Fnson Cresk in 1809,
but they remained only a few months. A party of three men prospected
the area southwest of Lake San Cristobal in 1872. They located two claims,
but did not work them for two years. Continued violations of Indian bound-
aries by prospectors almost resulted in open warfare, when, in May, 1874
by the Brunot Treaty, the United States Government induced the Ute
Indians to cede a strip of land sixty miles wide and seventy-five miles long
to the Government.

In June, 1874, the Colorado territorial legislature created Hinsdale
County, naming it for George A. Hinsdale, prominent Pucblo attorney and
Lieutenant Governor of Colorado in 1865. The county seat was San Juan
City in Antelope Park.

Prospectors and miners came slowly to the new county until the spring
56 1875, In Novemaber of the provious year, E.m otchkiss, while lead-
ing a road survey party over the divide from S
ore deposits at the north end of Lake San Cristobal. This discovery later
Bore the name, The Golden Flecos, and news of s discovery stariod the
first great rush to the Lake City Valley. Later that same year, land specula-
{ors, Evgone Bartholfs, B. A. Sherman, Finley Sparling and others Taid out
the Lake City townsite and entered it in the Land Office at Del Norte.

white settlement in San Juan mining

1y inSeptember 187 the YAy i Toiatiny was rscivnh
Henry Finley, President; F. Newton Bouge, Secretary; and W. T. Ring,
Treasurer.
History was made rapdly in Lake City asnew lodes were discovered
and prospectors and settlers streamed in, especially from the East. Immi-
grants seutled in the valley, rather than in San Juan City, o, canly in the
all, st o specal election, the vlers decided o move the'county seat
By November, 1 town had sixi mpleted
about 400 inhabitants T Ui s ey lnca(cd by
Meade, and C. E. (,udmm v\ue producing o1
B8 Cilic o s o s e
The Silver World, Lake City's pioneer newspaper, obses e
influx of strangers is astonishing, not an hour passes ittt P
thronged with new faces; and, every day sees some new families who hav
pitched their tents in our midst.” Henry Finley operated  large sawnmill




o furnish lumber for the I)oom Saloons and stores appeared almost like
masic o entertain and to supply he noweomers.
ed to Lake City by the hundreds during the spring and
summer of 1376 The (‘rmke brothers erected an ore concentration mil
at the upper end of the town. Two new sawmills and a planing mill vainly
mm e i dioacr, for o, Tho ST paper - oted (a1
ots in town jumped from a mere nominal value to hundreds of
i e i L e
use; the sanctuary and the gided saloon; log, frame, brick,
and adobe rose on every The oldest residents rould scarcely
recognize the town after a week's y cvery luury that
il i palto of New Yark mu Chicago coust oo Fomait
All was bustle and activity.

By mid-summer, 1876, the Lake City correspondent of the Rocky Moun-
tain News estimated the population to be about 1,000, with 2,000 more
reeks, and in nearby gold areas. Six to twelve wagons rived
dally, traveing 9ver tho Sagauehe sod San Jusn Toll Road. Loon 2 0
settlors, many of whom camped only long enough (o lay in suppiics then
moved on into the hills to prospect. Miners were scarce; prospectors
were numerous

t boom continued through 1877. The el L‘xp.md\.d
toover2,000, n\dudm;, ‘migratory prospectors who drifted fror

tion in a short time. By April, Long and Wood provided daily wagon service
from Pucblo, to accommodate travellers, and others arrived by every means
of conveyance then available.

The town completed the construction of the County Court House in
June, 1877, at a cost of $4,450. The two-story white frame building faced
Hinsdale Sireet, between Third and Fourth. It contained five offces on
the first floor, and two offices and a large courtroom on the secon
The structure measurex ty by sixty feet.

ife was not easy for the early comers, but, those who came to Lake
City during the first boom years found several stores which offered for
ale fresh oges butter, and garden vegetables, brought in from nearby
‘White i

shippe
pound sack, but prices of locally produced staples sold for a considerably
less amount. The high altitude, 8,663 feet above sea level, increased cook-
ing time for beans and potatoes. Bginners had dificulty adjusting o
cooking tables, changed measure nents, and other requirements to
compensate for the ..ln(udc variance.

During the fall and w of 1877-78, the first boom period: in Lake
Gity's istny cndod, In 1678, the faflex of foytine sochers Jthot i o
slower settlement of more vcmum.nl residents. The larger share of the
first-comers were d ted. The local newspaper, The Silver World,
observed that, “They had come with no knowledge of the country, mines,
or mining, and most had no special skills. The exodus of these men was
a5 great s their coming, andl as Tapid,” Masswiile, businessten with
capital arrived and remained to c~l.n\)h\h lhe pcrm;mcnl town. In this
connection, it is interesting to note that ese men were of good
taste and cultured background. One rcs)dcnl i e e
ing in the San Juan, that “Among the men who came to the camp were
many who had been trained in fine Eastern homes.” Another man wrote

Men here are intelligent, even aristocratc, many of them quote
Bilatee

Eulym 1880, the Silver World observed that,
Lake as not grown as rapidly as many hoped, but it is on a
e e developed and look better all the time.
People are investing confidently in the mines, as their worth has
een proy

During the summer, new life and spirit was observed in Lake City,
22d the grestest mining boom in the towa's history began, I lsted st
early 1882. The Ulay mine, the best in the immediate vicinity, as well as
mines south of Lake City along the Lake Fork, were worked. In addition,
Sherman and Burrows Park became busling camps which depended on
Lake City for s
Lake City ably furnished the neods of the area, The town now had
soven lawyers, four docors, one assayer, cght wagon makers and black-
smiths, ten saloon keeper: ven merchants, three ers, five
droggists, one banker and fwo engineors. Among.the business eusblich:
ments were three meat markets, two cigar-stationery stores, six saloons,
fiv hotes, two jewelers,sx cltfing and shoe sores four hardware shops
and seven grocery stores mountain city was emerging.

Yet near lhe‘ end of 1881 a decline of the second boom became
apparent. The D Rm (,randt Railroad ceased construction to
ke Gy, duo to financia e absence of cheap transportation
lessened the value of the region's siver mines. A few now mines opened
in the Engineer Moun! area during the summer of 1882, which some-
what eased the economic strain.

In spito of the reduced cconomy, Hall and Felders Pharmacy boasted
the first high marble soda fount e City. It was installed June 20,

it s 1 1 DA
ple(mn of the new Opem House, November 1, 1883. Locaf
1 Thivd and B Strects, the red brick structure
twenty-five by fifty fect club rooms formed
the main floor .mcummudw(vd 4
provided scating and stage faciltes for public enfertainments.

The Ute nes provided the stabilizng. fatoeia e economy
of Lake City. No recession could be 100 severe, as long as these silver
mines operated at, or near, caj However, they clmtd in the fall of
1883, and Lake City dippcd from hard times o a full scale depression
The cconos of the town remained sagnant unil 1887, when the
B ey i so et come slight recovery was noted i 8878

when new mines opened an ies were re-worked.

In August, 9, the Denver .mxl Ihn Grande

g

u alroad completed
its spur line from Sapinero to Lake City, “one of the. deadest camps in
Colorado.” The railroad, brought a measare of prospory, and stmulated

mmining operations for the next tan years. In 1550 twonty minas in-the
area shipped ore. The Ute and Ulay mines produced over $400,000 in
silver, and carried a monthly payroll of $20,000. The following year brought
the discovery of rich new lodes in the Golden Fleece mine. By 1895 the
activity produced the third and 1as real boom n Lake City's history

In spite of the variance in economic stability. (he town improved its
facili municipal water
system was instaled with money raised thiough e e of municipal
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bonds. An electric power pl i
wer plant supplied home: s wi i
after 1891. Residents built new Xisgwi"( e
at regular ntervals, The three mining
periods of prosperity and depression, conditioned the perma
’ nd . conditioned the permanent towns.
people o a form of Stoicism which permitted them to proceed with long
range plans in proportion t avalable means. Each new period of prosperity
rought it influx of newcomers who remained to join with the permanent
core ofresidents. Some moved an when the prosperty dwindled:
ose who remained, optimistically and patiently await nex
boom, They alo built a society  reiast e e
models. They were not Utopians or radicals; but, men and wt
hoped to re-crate a bit of their Tormer lie pattern, while mereacien then:
e mer life patte hile i
prosperity in the mountains. Y I

Cipton 1/
Ko, Stage. Wigon and Siowsocs

IN AN ISOLATED mountain community such as Lake City, social and
economic development depended largely on the travel and communication
facilities which linker outside markets. Promoters, merchants, and
settlers throughout the San Juan realized this, and worked constantly for
better roads and lines of communication. This was especially true in Lake
City, since it was the supply point for Animas Forks, Silverton, Ouray.
Mineral City, Capital City, and other smaller San Juan mining camps. This
supply trade helped maintain Lake City during the years when mining was
not profitable.

The first road to serve the Lake City valley was the Sagauche and
San Juan Toll Road built under the direction of Enos T. Hotchkiss. A
celebration by the people of Lake City and Del Norte greeted its opening
in August, 1874. Prior to this only a rough 200 mile trail linked the two
towns. The completion of Otto Mears’ Antelope Springs and Lake City Toll
Road during the summer of 1875 cut the distance over the Continental
Divide from Del Norte to Lake City in half and was heralded by another
celebration in Lake City. The immigrants of 1876.78, traveling by two-
horses and wagon, paid a three dollar toll to use the new road, if the
weather permitt

In July, 1875, Barlow and Sanderson’s Stage Line began tri-weekly
coach service from Sagauche to Silverton, via Lake City. The missionary
preachers, Alexander and George Darley, used this line in their early
journeys to Lake City. George Darley later recalled,

Travelling in the San Juan was not considered great pleasure by
many, partly because of the poor condition of most of the roads.
Corduroy, holes, stones, stumps, steep grades, and mud were charac-
teristic of the roads. Curves were very sharp, for that reason four
horses were all that one stage driver could handle.
Despite the hardships, the Silver World found many attractive features
presented to the travellers. Among these were, two or three cold la
Springs, one soda and iron, and a big hot soda spring, in the waters of which
or found what he thought to be “many health restoring consti-

ew roads brought so many settlers that mail service was soon
established. Stephen A. Dole received his commission as Lake City's first
postmaster in July, 1875. He established a post office on upper Gunnison
Avenue, and the town was invited to help celebrate the event in an open
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house on July 1, 1875. Barlow and Sanderson’s Stage Li e carried the mail
to Lake City and Silverton in leather sacks strapped on top of the tri-weekly
coaches. When winter snows made the roads over the Divide muuaublc.
the mail was carried by men on sleds or on snowshoes.

Sm)\\)hum e also used to carry the mail from Lake City o Silver-
ton and Ouray. Service was started 1o Ouray in Tanuary, 187, Forens
were used aftec A;m] 1, when the trails were clear of all but the deepest
st sides

n April, 1877 Barlow and Sanderson began daily passenger and mail
wr\lcc 10 Lake City. At thi time, onc trsvelles noted that

‘The road was icy and steep; far below was s the bottom of the canyon:

the stage driver swished a the curv perilous rate. The

horses slipped and ~.,mmmu~ Jell on the ) spots and the stage
oach careened from side t

The two roads were bri ik o consant stream of humanity, by foot, horse,
0 the San Jua
N nps were served by local frighters. Heavy loads, rough
and hazardous roads, combined with unpredictable weather, made
teamsters among the hardiest men on the mountain frontier. They usLd
spiked shoes and oxcn and horses to m...l.‘,« mud, snow and
freighting was a difficult job. In A lin’
(‘lm(hL,! from Lake City ~l.|rlu| tri-w s of Henson
The next month, e g Eetpiiis e
nus in Ih\rm\n Park. Oﬂ'\uc wuul\‘l soon follow.
agh the summer, Garbutt and J. . Abbatt directed the
oot e (‘ru(-k and Uncompahgre Toll Road. It ran west
from Lm City to Capital City, Engineer Mou m-ml Point, and
Duray. The road was Lllmyl]l.l\.l] and opened Auz.,uu [ 18 It constituted
e e connectng these points with the cutsida weorld
In Jllnc 1880, the road to the Gunnison valley was opened giving Lake
n excellent outlet to the north. Several excursions between Lake
Gty and 0 ray were made 10 celebrate the new road. These excursions
a1 i A e el over the 13,190 ft.
and returned the following day. Thus within its first two ye
became the focal point of the roads leading into the San Juan mining arca
Telegraphic communicatons with the outside world were opened ai
mber 4, 1870.D. W, Bouon, sent
ing e Covernor at that time The slen loasnesebetoad s
congratulatory "IC\\.AK\. to the delight
ates \Lw mm the first telephone message was sent
« the the lines were mumm up Henson
eer P‘I\: In ix]wurmn Ou tal C ther
on Juan, From tho beginning, the st
d Ouray as merchants found the new com-

5:40 P,

Ho

ty
Creek and over Eng
towns in the
heay <

munications facilities u‘ry use
e telephone was used. not only for b

entertainment

popular. On suud

operator, and M

ness, but for pleasure and
he winter, telephone concerts were Fyslis sod
ening, October 9, 158 Bates, the v

ce at Capital Cty inaugurated the concers
crents by o ;,...L several (qus A'nr teners. Then performers at Rose’s
bin, Silverton, and Ou ed in while the listeners enjoyed the
ar songs, duets, and instrumental piecos, A description of the concert

6

of October 20, 1881, was given in detail by the Silver World: N ek
Amateus and professiona atistsgathered in Silverlon, Bakers Par
4 ra orks, abin, Capita
i Take G 'I All'were conneeted by the new telephone system:
While the restients of th respactive vited to listen i
B e el sk harmonicaslo by Jdes "
Ouray opened the program. i
followed by a ﬂul e solo by David Reed in Ouray; a violin solo by
W o b s Cabin: a concert by a Silverton Choral Group; and
wiss Yodel by Charlcs Adams at Mineral Point. From Lake C
;hslgenhaus entertaine the lstenerswithazthersolos and W liam Kellogs
followed with a banjo selection. Lake with o tenor
W. P. Harbottle and several a local quartette.
B s ontoncd thecugiot o ot 1681:82, but ceased
vived winte
during the summer and were not revived the following winter, ma

a th!rlyd~ ‘mile lo R s Ursschiic
Iroad was completed from Sapinero, on
‘é?l‘i’ "The company was incorporated in H|n~d.xlc County m’|§8t‘7[ T

made a survey the next year. Work on the line was started, but financia}
difficulties caused work {0 be shortly ~u~pcndul and construction wa
med unti
i :::mpkﬂoll of the railroad brought new life to Lake City. Thﬁ)\;\zhﬂa:
the 1890's there were two trains daily from Sapinero. These carred freight
and passengers and stimulated the prosperity of Lake City during the
1890's. Early travel to and from Lake City had been over one of the scvers
toll roads which were bulll in the area. ‘Tow ebrations were held ss
mh was complet without the toll roads and later the e
Lake City could not hmc “enjoyed the prosperity which enabled it to de

c
velop as it did.




Clapter 11/
Sheading i Tl

THE CONVERSION OF A TOWN site into a settled community was not
instantaneous; nor, was the attraction of a resident population automatic
et, during the carly years in Lake Gity, the continuine efforts of local pro-
moters, and the lure of anticipated profits,resulted in the establishment of
a urmancnt basis for future town life,

* miners constituted the bulk of the population in the earliest
years. Thgy followed the lure of g0ldfrom one district to another, remaining
in one area only until news of a
shovels a pan and a pick the prospectors coud determine the valueof their

spectors. mo\ed fn.quunly C&ntmll v,
they were the first to come, and the it 1 lepve soeh diore Z
Early mountain town developers knew that permanent development

of their projects would de more enduring basi for continuing
S?I(Iemcnl Conscauently, they welcomed, amd gher sponsored the arrival
of pioneer newspaper editors, who were among the firs settlers, The paper
they issued would, hnpel'u“y advertise the area and call residents with

For the first fifteen years of its history, Lake City gyas served by n»c
The Silver World ran continuously from 1875 to 1888, w]

it became the Sentinel. In loss than & year. the Sanlmz'l lmlml Boti wa
almost immediately revived as the Hinsdale Phonogra;

and commercial paer, the Lake City Mining Register, waa st
uring the v yous it 1o80. o ok G editor discontinued publish-
ing l)us week]
newspaper was published in Lake City in 1890; but, the next
yeur o papers wers started whih ek o 165 y until after the
turn of Ihc century. These were the Lake City Times and the Lake Cif
Phonogra, ¥
Otto anr\ was largely responsible for starting Lake City’s, as well
25 the Wester Slope's, et mew pamee S s L Mears reasoned
that his toll roads and land investments would pay only i
ters from the East could be drawn to the San Juan. sale
advertising in eastern papers was expensive, Mears mncluded that small
local papers would best serve the San Juan. They could sup ested
readers with information on mining camps and provhle loen e e

8

area residents. Local papers would have the added advantage of being
largely self-supporting. Consequently, in 1872, one year after the construc-

'y M. Woods and Clark L. Peyton to edit a Lake City
paper,the Silver World 5o sound was Mears'reqsn g, that some detlare
itwas Ihe publication ofthis paper which started he first Lake Gity boom.
Ihespnn 1875, Woods and Peyton had the material for the
B s Beougir i o, Sagauche by wagon. An office was established
on Silver Street in a log cabin which had & dirt floor s sod roof. Eloven
days later, on June 19, 1875, the first issue of the Silver World appeared
with this comment: “We lack all the conveniences of most printing offices,
but we are still happy. We S ave made it more readable, but we were
anxious to get it out.” So anxious were the cdnnrs o distribute, as well -
to publish the paper without delay, that H. M. Woods carried the mail

edition of the first s:her World on horseback to the nearest post ufflce,
Del Norte, 110 miles
Many subseribers n the area, and a fcw over the nation, soon joined

Otto Mears, the first paying subsci riber, as news and interest in the region
spread. By June, 1876, on the paper’s it anniversary, there were over
700 prid subscrptions. Firewood and produce were accepted in lieu of
cash during the carly years Hall)a..r subscriptions and single copies
could also be obtained. Subscribers were dlearly nformed of the parposs
and aims of the Silver Wurld in its initial editori
We dip our colors 10 the publi o supply the s necds of the San Juan
Country for  pape. Tho Siler Wor Bas augurated an
now makes its 't believe that our mission is 1o make or
unmake nations, hence we shall not dabble in poitics: belieing
that all miners ‘and prospectors are fully supplied with religio

reading, we shall rcxch o sermons. Thus, we will have nothing
pressing on our time to ull and ¢ complete reports
from ¢ hh and adjacent ining distids, These are the solors vidder

shall sail, and having dipped them to the public, we nail
B i L you want to sail with us, the fare i
53 oo for one year.
format of the first issue endured, with only minor alterations
Bt oo it of e oo Page one was devoled to aticls
d stories from other sources. §ud| stories as, “The House that
Built,” and “Spoiled His Piety,” were included on the first page o
June 19, 1875, issue. Historical comments, mumj and state news high-
his, s souse ruining nows il pag to
items and more detailed regional mifing news. The las
to humor, jokes, and such stories as, “The Flirtation.
and city ardmanccs were also pnnlcd usually on page

Onunl) legal notices
three.

Much space throughout the paper was devoted to local advertising.
During your gver ono-thind of the paper, between eleven and
thirteen columns, was devoted to Jd\emscmcnls Some told the merits of

the Sioer World, Lake Gty or the San Tuan mising region: others cll
attetion 1o local and stale merchants and Sores. There was litle advertis
zof n produdts until January, 1881; and none at all during the first
i teeidd published. Each week special attention was given
tonew advertiers by includin their notice under the headline, “New This
ee to five new announcements by professional and business

enlcrprne\ compeisad s cobarn end relock e rapad s o cEumonts




expansion in the camp during the early boom, Irregular advertisements cost
nch for each insertion; regular advertisements cost two
inch each month. Rates for public notices were $1.50
per column-inch for the first rtion and one dollar per column-inch
for subsequent nsertons. Legalnotices were twenty cents pe lne.

n Lake Gity' irst Independence Day, ecitor Waods noticed that no

n was ﬂ)mg n American flag in honor of the occasion.
ueatad s.n\  Grimes, an employe, o produce o dutiful Grimes,
nding nor City's first flag and flew it from the log
bin nf{xu- HL‘ u\ul m(l .nm( l)hm flannel shirts and a white towel to make
<he flag, perfect in every except that it had no star.
11K g st i Auion i Wbt {1 ot o€ LARR
Dicg (15 yeacs (e DRI 1t 3 o
s the iizery of needed mprovements and potential sources of new
wealth in the area. As mrl) as July, 1875, one editorial state
Those whose dty or indlinatin causes them 1 tross Cunpison
Avenue after night are in danger of brei king thei necks by stumbli
over the old roots standip therein. We sugges the appointment of
some day as a general “frolic- for the removal of those
Two weeks later, the paper reported: “The residents on (‘\mnhon Av
tuned out en masse on Tuesday and removed most of the grubs and stumps
from the street.” Silver World editorial late called attention to the town's
need for a fire company and a water system. These editorials also produced
results.
As Lake City grew and improved, so (hd its newspaper. In August,
1875, the office was moved | fmm Ilu oldog cabin o thesecond story of the
new Finely Building, where it re unh 1876. These uu'lrl(‘rs
wero described s being s “ncat and commodious
newspaper establishment in souwest (‘olor.ulu
1875, local subscribers could o
nﬂuv rather than the pr vh\hen n(ﬁ(c D\\rllli( M 8
again transierred thir operation to & small frame busling o Third Street
between Silver Street and Gunnison Avene. In June,
were set up at Second and Silver Strects,in th
buiding vet occupcd by the paper. TheseSpaciousguarters were equipped
to make visitors comfortable, as well as to puhlnh the Silver rid.

n September 15, 1876, Harry M. Woods, pioneer Ldll(lr of the
paper,retivd, and sold his half intrest in T At to W THASS
Olney. C .. Peyton ‘-.-1 with the paper. Olney and Peyton |)|nm—
ised 10 okl t v the Sioer World develop and improve Lake Ci
Hinsdale County, and the San ]llun In October, the paper announced Ih('
opening of the largest job printing office south of Denver.

Diney and Peyton expanded their paperas the community grew. They
added an extra column to ea De
regional and mining news n v the spec
Bt o the Siloer Warid wat isuci Witk & oosth e 1
i fourpage desciptive supplement hd bocn ditributed, AL the same
time, the paper a new masthead — “Silver World, Devoted to
the Miniag and Industrial Interests of the Sen Jusn
paper Imd over 1,000 subscribers in every state and territory .m(l sev nl

uropean countries. The load was too heavy for the old Washington hand
pross. 5o it was replacod with  new Campbll power press The editors
aged \pt'uul correspondents in all the San Juan n
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THE ORIGINAL OFFICE OF SILVER WORLD, Lake Ci
paper. Located on Silver Street, near the town’s center.
Washingion Hand Pres,used by ihe paper, is now ocaed in The Couboy

Hall of Fame and Western Heritage Center in Olahoma City, OKla.

gather news. By the summer of 1877, th
dlass e News was anplum nd ac
v of igh quality and reflcted the rowing ecommy o
l.nkc ('lILB\ August, 1877, eight ¢
of hews and advertising; and the pags sie was ihcroased
to twenty-six by forty inches, compared to the former twenty-four by thirty-

The Silver World conti
empabhsis was placed on news from Ous
anuary, a new type was used, wh
The editors boasted that their pa

Sarch,
i was uw \4\]1‘ owner and edior during the following 1

B i in the sumimer 25 asocate

ovember, 1879, his place w

y pioneer news-
The original

foer World had grown t0.a st
curate, circulatio de,

ans on each page were required to

ed to enlarge during most of 1878. Some

and other mining areas in the
ch was clearer and m

por was “the handsceaest

k L. Peyton sold his interest to his partner, Henry

mber, 18

78
ed the
the region,
writing news of he mines and camps, When be returmed to

cut t
d Vory Titlls \ Villz

i Peas: Harbetile
tor. He travelled

taken by Frank W. Parmall




experienced newspaperman. The news gathered by these men enabled the
Silver World to boast that it contained more mining information than all
the ather papers o the San Juan combined

o pepe contiomed, with fow ch.\ngc& throughont the arly ightics
Editorially, 1 supported the Murphy T ovement and of
campa igned to uplift community e- Editor m.m fltthe collapse
of the boorn perod in August, 1881, to be a good thing, b

1t portends & more stable, orderly future growth on a sound basis.

ur towns have been largely dwmi by the bad characters; snide
operators have found their lev o becn et vt by public
sentiment or inablity mlun;.w)\l) e
are now in fair proportion to the demands of the surroun

™ hlmp\

In August, 1885, Olney leased the paper to A. R. Pelton, and e
ently, it changed hands several times. Gideon R. Propper and
Callowsy each Sdited and published the Silver World for brief per riods
efore Frank E. Dacons took charge in 1888. Dacons changed the name to
the Sentinel. After less than a year, the paper, under this name, suspended
publication. In 1889, Walter E. Mendenhall ran the paper for nine month
under the name, Hinsdale Phonograph, The failure of ths attempt ended
fourteen-year carcer of the original Slcer Worl
not possible to measure accurately e value of the Silver World
10 the xlme]npmcnl and economy Gity duing it first fourteen
years; however, there can be little doubt that Otto Mears’ reasor
Sound, The wids cireulation of the paper, together with its high qualty and
ate reporting of news, n alllikelihood, attracted many settlers o the
an Juan and Lake C
Soon after Ha ry Woods retired as editor of the Silver World,
he and Thomas Reynolds started another paper, the San Juan Crescent.
The first issue was publishe d July 19, 1877 The editors explained:
cekly newspaper in the town of

e opota puich i

LakE Gl We bre lod t nderiake the enterprise from a belief that
the g mmng demands of the town and the country will j o iy the
establishment of another paper, and will support it. ends we

oa material advancement of proprieto’s personal
ry interests; to assst in the development of the rich
mineral country nding us, and o sid and contributo to the
Success of the Demoeratic party, for of such political faith are we.

hope to

A job printing office was operated by the publishers in connection
with the paper. The office was located on upper Gunnison Avenue, over
astore,and the paper was isued every Thursday It bad a neat appearance
having slightly smaller pages than the Silver World. ing was plent
ful, hm each notice was small i u)m'mn\nn with m.m FREE competitive
paper: Both papers wsed the same formal. & year's subseiplion cost three
doflars. But, within thiricen months the San Juan Croscent had failed. Lake
not large enough to suppo ) Tom

Reynolds was a good printer
Democratic paper could not comy
retumed to his former home, Jopln
'w Me:
The 5L.|r 1880 »\mw\\ml ‘he start of Ih(‘ greatest |x10||| in Lake City's
history. The Crooke and Oce ors were operating, and mines
along the Lake Fork reek were being \w)rk:-rl The Golden

Siher Svori Reynoids
souri; while Woods retired to

sl
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iers and merchants

Wonder mine received wid city, and that year
swelled Lake City's population to nearly 2,000
s L. Downey fet that with the expanded economy, Lake City
e would support a second paper — d excusively to
ning interests of San Juan, and, a5 he said, “eschewing politic
entrely, and paying but Mm attention to current events, except such as
||I\ immedia and are of importance.” On May 21, 1880,
s paper. Thereater, it appeared every Friday,
l’uhlnhm] in the Richest Silver Field in the World.
column Lake City Mining Register was arranged
e found on

bearing the o suhmlc
The four-p:
msch ke the Sfoer World. A(I»um
page one; editorials and n al news
on page three; with the last pJg(, much ke the first. Some .ldn-m\mg
was found on all pages; yet, the largest portion of the center pages was
filled with news.

The Lake City Mining Regite strarcd with no subsribers. By Jan-
ary 1, 1881, 600 people had pak the three dolla yearly ate Offices were
located on Third e it Doty i ol it
paper to du\ulup FREGEits mining i Fanels opportunities in
the San Juanand, partculary, near ty. The paper was non-partisan

stressed complete 2 news from the entire regi
The Denvor Tribune roported that Downey received over 700 in c
utions from the anterprsing businessmen of Lake Cty, o pay for stating
publication of the Lake City Mining Register. It was, as its name implie
the commercial paper of the city, though local,” church, social ang
educational news was not neglectes

Lake Gity Mining Register grew . .\ml prospered for lmost

years. On A James F. Do ished the_final

ln an e{hmn‘ﬂ he (-).p!mn(-d th‘ul he hAll recel Ld a | iberal offer from wne

Democrsts of M start a party paper there. Since the burden of

22 wae 100 groat fr on6 tman 1 o fustice o sither, Downey de-

c|dc<l m accept the Montrose offer and discontinue the Lake City Mining

Regi “The next month he left for Montrose and his new undertaking,
llw Mrm!m\v Register.

Tho only year prio o 1917 that Laks City was ot served by at lesst
one weekly newspaper was 1890. Late in that year, L of Lake City
hu\m\.\\mun headed by D. S. Hoffma l'orml'd the Lake City
oA i ks ot o
A R Arhn(klc formerly of Denver, was chosen to edit Ih\. new sheet,
the Lake City Times. Thc first issue appea nrul Lml ry 1891

The editor made it clear in the firs that the paper would ot
B e ool cf any persn, facion, ]yuror Jz.m)z\ r, would it favor an
one political party or religious group over "The Lake City Times
only expects 1o show Loke City 1 outside iterests as a good place 1o invest
capital,’sad the paper’s first editorial

e formal of the Times was nol ke the carlie papers It contaned
yery e fcion and humor, instad, pages one an e devoted
to mining, local, personal and statc s Pags wo comtitned editorals,
letters from the mmlllz cam nd Imd news items from the n: n. The
i page was devoted to the S nd Lake City news.

Although the paper endured unul 1917, the editors changed fre-
quently in April, 1891, e editor and manager of the
paper, when A. R. Arbucklc returned to Denver. Furse remained until

A0

Furse bec:
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May. when D. A, Farrll assumed his dutis, Farrll kept the paper neutral
politics, always for Lake City and free coi up umlmr lﬁ‘)l
0 II Km),hl and W. J. Furse be joint u(lnm and D. Fari
mianaged the paper: This toam paliben the paper ol the g of
893, w lvux O. H. ngl\l assumed complete control.
in 1898, the Lake Times became the Silver World and Lake
City lmmt («Im‘d by O. H. Knight. James G. Bates edited the paper in
1899 md
While Lnkw City Times was devoted primarily to numn;_ news of
ih\' n‘xlon Jlid the crusade for free umm;,u n{ silver, it o
and amusod its readers, In
's Independence Day celebr:
plans, the Lake City Ti

ally enter-

jon
imes added, as a Joke,

the story of some added
attractions of the day. All were invited to join one of the excursions to:

See Stop and Hitch's mammouth circus and Mullet Head’s menagerie.
These two attractions plus the entire Buifalo Bill Wild West show and
Charlie Davis' Burro-L

Estella Precilla de Francisc
1800 pounds, will appear

4,

th, \wighlng
ride a monster elephant. The most
Boauttfal ogaas on earth, »uur«(l at \.ﬂ.\r) of 810,000 will be
seen; as well as 15 charlots, 8 1 hippopotamus,
5 cloghanty a0 o oot s

No one was \urpmul when the day passed and w.
manner, void of the special attractions .ummun\‘fl n thi Lake City Timos
"The « oomnn, of the railroad in 1889, and the subsequent m
ered in the third period of ,.mq;m:» in the history of Lake
During the 1890’ two fine papers were published
after the Lake City Times began serving W
Mol s s o e T ph,m.,,,m.,)h. o
publishing business as editor of the new Lake City Phonograph, The paper
was descended from lhn- original Silver World, and was much like it in
format and editorial policy. The four-page, seven-column weekly was pub-
lshed by Mendenball until 1893, when J. J
and .,..l,[.\hu Harry A. Neal ran the paper
in 1895. Hh(‘ paper for these years
and 1910 Jnhu lg\n\\ was editor, and fro
dxsmnlunlul Mendenahll again assumed e«
Lal ity’s newspapers were uniformly high in quality and in content.
Tlnw \nughl .\\)mu.n[l to advertise Lake City and the San Ju All were
dely read in southwest Colorado, and enjoyed a modest nationwide
tion. hmr \luc An the development of the region by n)lmumg
settlers and capital 1 be measured absolutcly, but it may safely
be assumed that the surrounding srea developed [mors
rapidly with the (‘nwum;,unuu and support givem by its newspapers
The pioneer journalists saw i iz prim duty to promate the owns

in which they located by advertising Lake Clty o potential settlers and
investors,

joyed in the usual

boor

1894, and Dwight Kidder

is available. Betwee

1 1910 until 1912, whe
torship.

1 it was

Cigpton W/
Mani Work and Gods Wonld

SINCE MOST PERMANENT settlers came from areas of the United States
where churches and religious services formed an integral part of society,
ot surprising that m!msu-rs also found a warm w

B e, ant support sometimes car

pected ‘sources. Pionecr ministers ke, George and Alexander Darley

accepted frontie realitis by viiting loéal salotua, sehieee mm, could find
agroup to hear their sermos

Alexander Durley recalled.that the *

5 them ru»pt.tlf\lll) il

characters” did not
sult ministers, but “treated Often the_tinkle of
i nfmuluﬂu wheels, and noise of poker chips could be heard
5, Lover of my Soul,” sung by worshippers in the

arley was not afraid to preach wherever he

al sal
could find a receptive ce.
Yel, pioncer preachers envisioned more suitable quarters; and,
s they quickly gained the support o the resident merchanty sl
pulace. They agreed with Darley that organized congregations and
churlh buildings were nocessary if God was 1o receive His due in Lake
" Furthermore, churches would convey a tone of stability and respecta-
yonic mountain town.
untain News found progress slow, as shown in

an 1877 caltoral

The Sabbath, with its heaven-refining influences has as ye
but litle impression upon the rough socil stratum of ake :“1)
Many of the stores and places of public resor rem the

o ot snd suctioncer is heatd broad in
the land. The church p(‘nph- are

ng ground slowly, however.

Yet, H. G. Heath, an carly resident, affirmed that, “The decent ele-
ment was present.” The outcome was the early establishment of six
churches: Presbyterian, Baptist, Christian, Methodist, Episcopal and
Catholic. Four church buildings were constructed and two temperance
movements were begun within a short time. :

The church bllsof Lake Gity played a sgifcant part i, the lown's
early histor l1od people to worship on Sunday, sounded the fire
larm, summoned the chidren to schoo and tolled the number of years
of the deceased as his cortege left the church for the cemetery. In fact,
the sound of church bells reiected lfe in the community
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n o the two clements which composed the popula

tion of early L aled in the comment of Ralph Horton, who

rL|mnvdllmx i the 1850's the gamblers and saloon keepors donated part

of each w ake” 10 one of the churches in the town. Some of the Ten

earrisd the money in a paper sack and went to the seleeted church. They

waited outside until the church was filled, then entered and made for the

front pew where they sat and waited for the collection plate to be passed

the six denominations represented in Lak

the Presbyterian fuith, because of senorty, should e ceive

first umm[n ation. terians had the distinction of erecting the

B cict i, ot iy 1 Lk iy ek o T wectaen

slope of Colorado. It was completed and dedicated November 19, 1876
with a charter membership of twenty-three

The Reverend Alexander M. Darley, pastor of the Del Norte.

Chy nd missionary pastor of the San Juan

try, is credited with the establishment of the Lake City Presbyterian

e City during the early

ior to his arrival in the town, on June 17, 1876, he sent a packet
B eocss ool o o e distebuted by Henry Finly
For three days after his arrival, Reverend Darley called at every house

Bt in the city and went six miles down the unnison River below the
town and three miles above. He sccured ten names to a petition to_the
Presbytery of Colorado for the organization of a church in Lake C

This group held its first services in Brockett’s Hall, S
1876, at cleven A.M. Five additional names were pres
ship and these fifteen were recorded as the charter members. Six different
denominations were represented and only five had been members of
Presbyterian churches elsewhere

t the morning service, Anna Silverton Taft, born July 29, 1875
the first baby born in Silverton, Colorado, was baptized. This constituted
the first sacrament administered in Lake City. At this same service,
Shepherd G. Patrick, Jr. was exa and baptized. Church records show
B “Ho i i frst porson converte in Lake Gity and the fist pereon 10
make a profession (public) of Christ herc

An organizaianal meeting eas hld following church service. After
an opening prayer by Reverend Darley, Elder son of Del Norte
was appointed clerk of the meting. The R ks Dl
Patrick who had been baptized, were accepted by letter and officers were
elsctod. The elders and deacons accepted the Conscription of Faith and
Government of the Presbyterian Church and were duly declared an organ-
ized church.

At the evening service, attended by 115 persons. the officers were
installed. There was much interest and enthusiasm in the organization and
in the plans for the erection of what would be the first church edifice in
Lake City. At this time the fist church colletion in Lake ity was taken.

le

The $8.50 was used for contingent expenses, $2.00 for use of Wade's
B 65,00 for hanling it oo half mils and back, and the remander for
oil and he purchase of a “Minutes Book.” This meing also marked the

first .lmn.nunu of a church choir in Lake C

ollowing the ovening services .nmﬂn‘x business meeting adopted a
School constitution. Elders (cConnell and Patrick, with
B arieys b prepared the ccastiulion, The congregation sl
adopted a_constitution for the Board of Trustees and rules of finance
and bencficience.




The congregation mad
church. Reverend Darley led the
cash and |)lL~(|g(- amounting to $518.7
issue of the Silver World gave this acco

ate ,,\..m foisecios funds to )m.hl :

these meetings

The Church voted to build a building, & church, since there is no
courthouse or school bulldis ere services can be
feld. Reverend Mr. Da subscription paper
‘moncy, material and labor to build the church. He s met with an
encouraging degrec of success and great ~\mp.nh) from our citizens
Wade and his partner donated a lot

Session has sarted a Wodnes
ake City) and a 3
seanbiot 2t o of Meso RN IR Vit e dasatay i
School will meet next Sunday morning at 9:45, and regularly there
after in the carpenter shop of Lyon and Turner. Reverend Darley
will supply this church at present onee a month, and Bopes s00n
get a resident pastor and regular Presbyterian services for Lake City

Following th irs prayer mecting, the Trustees ordered the purchase
of two lots at Fifth Street and Gunnison Avenue. st 13, 1876
Reverend Darley and his brother George came to Lake o supervise
the construction of the church. By November 12, the Ding e
pleted .uul ety ot eicatoR

cople of Lace Gty wer proud of thele first church. It was forty
by twenty-four feet, wit

seating capacity of 170 which can be incroased. The celing
half circle corners and there are eight windows with
eight n.\n(\ L‘.Anh The walls e lined with A..inm- for five feet from

the floo nscoted with he howse

The |w\»\ are of heavy pine, with moulded backs and 7 ends
and il of grain walnut, The los enst 3235, the | hmldm;, about
$1200. A considerable partion was coniributed d material
by builders and others. The Presbyterian

Board of Church l‘r('rtmn
fave 8500, The ||(]u‘~ of the R e t
a cost of ‘Sunday School library aro bei
ST hluhlmg\n\“n- used by Presbyterian and Methodist
Genominations, alternately, with the two denominations uniting i
union prayer meetings.

Georgo Darley, having been made an Elder in September with
authoriy o preach, received 3 commission as missionary for clght manth
from the Board of Home Missions in Nove iy
as pastor until a R Al e RS ey position
until 1880, and was a great influence for good in Lake Gity. In addition
to the pastorate in Lake City, he also filled the pulpit in the Ouray Presby-
terian Church, which he had organized. He made the trip between the two
towns on horseback and, when necessary, on snowshoes, over the rugged
Enginger Pus. He recorded his experiences in Pionering in the San Juan,
mber 12 dedication r the new church was not held
as planned. Reverend Darley announced |h.u “he would not dedicate it
{the church) whilea dollarof b remained.” OF the $800 yet o be raised,
8600 was subsc that day and the remainder the following
week. Sunday, November 19, 1576, just a few months afte the town was
organized, the first charch was.dedicatod. Elder Goorge' M. Darley
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delivered the dedication sermon. It was followed by dedicaton and
e coniicad by o
he ladies of the newly e
projects to purchase (um!(hmzs “clding s organ. Theyheld pps
« Hall on Houghland's Block, with enterainment
Irrt ainment JZ\\L,II m LA 1.

1o the church treasury, as well of the ¢ mm.........,
BB 0 o Lt of Marshaliown, Now Jecsey: #ave fho
QR co 77t was hiopad, Srigh pepaid, o Pusto
m there it was brought by team and wagon across U
B oo n Tanges to be placed in a bell tower on the church,
Iwas the fist church bel in the town
bell became a focal point of interest from the time it arrived
IS o io'cieco b chrarch volsmtoers. It could bo heard for miles
around, Men said,“As we came {oward the cam, we heard the sound of
el and were surprised; for 0 idea there was a churc
. This history ma .kmL bell was replaced in 1882 when it
B ek
The Presbyt gl parsonage on the lot adjoining
the church in the spring of 1879. On May 9 of that year, Reverend Darley
invied s friends to s housewarming n the new manse; Seventy five guess
al games were played, skilled vocalists sang, and ladies provided
re[rcd\mnnh of coffee, cak and apple tart
‘Sehool in y began as a Presbyterian school
owever, .\huulu oF the Sesio of Juy 16, 1876. record n suspension of
the Sunday School because *of the Mtbodiss and others objecting. It i
d best to let t remain 50 Reverend Darley arrives to take
ey e S B A
union Sunday School started, s ther s & record of  Chrstmas clcbration
n Sunday School children, Christmas Eve, 1876, in the
Presbyterian Church. The Silcer World reported that the program included,
hristmas carols, soos, recitations and other amusemenis, al by the
lcle ol s, Christmas reewith genuine Santa Clausgiving out
tmas Eve celebrations of the Sunday School chidren
affairs. The December 24, 1879 observance was listed as
traction for the young people. The Silver World reported on
overflowing. Two evergreen
trees, illuminated with wax candles decorated each side of the rostrum. A
program of songs and recitations preceded the distribution of gifts. On this
oceasion the Presbyte rch received a silver communion service,
The church purchased a new organ in 1882 and the old organ was
auctioned at a spec iders paid fifty cents to get into the
the door until the organ was sold. J
i thoocgan o 820 Followi the anekiog the st i
gave a concert. A colored quartette, miners from Rose’s Cabin, a boarding
fiome and stage coach stop on way to Ouray, appeared on the program.
This was the first time colored singers Lake City. Their
B e oo b o Sioer Work3 i noved i bass sounded
I|ke§a\\nua spruce stick having splinters in the bottom of the cut.
unday School entertainments became a popular form of recreatic
B Ui clildroo e cver adult. Tho Siver Workd reported ous such entee

+3

19



tainment March 6, 1881, as having a capaci wd, with the “auditors™
standing inthe aisle 1o héar & prograum of choir music, vocal numbers by the
children, flute and organ duets, and recitations. The program was followed
{ithan addres b thepastor, Reverend John Decbl, Presbterian Sunday
School services continued with few interruptions
The ladies of the church were active with \uu.nl». hem‘l\(s, programs,
and public entert: s. The proceeds from these affairs were used
help defray church indebtedness, the pastor’s salary, bell tower, organ, and
any other church projects which needed financing. Representaive of these
socials were, oyster suppers, P\\\L{l) Party,’ eaking contest,”
Iee G ‘and “Cobweb Party.” Thé financial
report, as printed in the Lake (l!v Mining Register, mey 30, 188:
showed that for the previous cighteen monthsthe lad n
Church had raised more than $500. In addition, the social life of Lake City
had been greatly stimulated
Throughout the 1890's these social meetings continued. The Lake
City Phonograph .\mmumud on June 4, 1898, a Strawberry and Ice Cream
Social which would be held in Chistian Hal o Saturday ov une 11,
as the ann; ertinraent of the Ladics AX Socioy of the Frésbyteriad
Chureh. All were cordially invited. The paper urged atendanc u
Society is very needy.” Church socials, according to Mrs. Ralph
it Aot china AR E 1 Sl ks (oot it 10 pnnlul]
on place cards. Native flowers were used in profusion for decoration
e growth of membership in the Lake resbyterian church
wi as slow hm slc.ld) A!(uulunwdl services, however, was large. Reverend
, the first pastor, was the main attraction in the early years.
aid the Siloer World, <is @ minister of the practical kind. who
combines xmu. and faith with his work, building churches and preaching
the Word.
George
minister. On ari

E o

m was a most unusual man, but a somewhat unorllmdnx
al in a community, he would go to the saloons to find as
audience. The games were stoppe ond the fam tables became walpits
The m e saloons sang the old often
trained volces. With howed heads they heard the prayers and non tenc
ot s with touss e ey

Darley, though adamant in his fight against evil A.ml sin, was kind
nd sympathetic toward the erring. This i r uhu«!. the account of the
death of Magg Hartman. Magg was ousof the k who lived and worked

in “Hells Acre,” the segregated ol v e facts surround-
ing her death are told in the biography of Mm et Fraskitn

man named Crowley was sick with pneumonia
S T et U o snowshoes
said that he must have a nurse. There

or Lake City, A girl, Magg Hart

Lal volunteered 10,¢o and nurse Crowley

\\uuk  belore they brought him 10 Lake iy, bat owing 15 th
po e had suffered., the girl came down with the same dise
TFhe men were ta City on a toboggan during
storm and were forced to S10p at Boyd's cabin, two miles above the

a cabin above
to attend
none available

Mary had the girl Imnuzl\l to her house and cared for her

y Frankl ntil
she was able to be taken to A few days later she died.
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Magg Hartman was not a church member, nor were her Lake City
friends familiar with the inside of a church. Nevertheless, Reverend Darley
was asked to preach her unem] service. He consented and went to the
house where the service was to be held. As the “girls” came in from the
verious dance halls, Darley shook hands with each and spoke  kind word.
Al tension was removed as he read the 8th chapter of the gospel according
toSt. John. Tears came to all eyes as he proceeded with the funeral sermon
After the services, Darley accompanied the group to the burial ground.

the miners of the Lake City area, Darley sz

No class of men knew better how to treat a minister they liked in
‘manner, nm the men who went into southwestern (,ulnnuh)

San Juan “excitement” of ‘75, 76 and '77; nor could
ent, plucky, warm-hearted set of men Bt it
L right.

Darley’s chief object as pastor was to promote temperance in Lake
Giy. The Murphy Movement, a the temperance movement was called,
came to Lake City soon after it was organized. Its pledge was, “With malice
toward none and charity for all, 1, the St a5 pledge my word
and honor, God helping me, to abstain from all intoxicating liquor as a
beverage, and I will, by all honorable means, encourage others to abstain.’
Signers of the pledge wore blue ribbons. Some of the saloon keepers boy-
cotted merchants who wore this badge, because they felt the movement

s earles, and promoted the temperance more-
in the community were w as it
of

as winter and they were short of cash. The slgnur\ were expected to
“swear on” again when spring arrived and work in the mines resumed. It
s agreed, however, that a y would do them good.

Wisdom and courage
ristian men in the com-
{ reluctant to attempt to fight the dance halls, gambling
lens, and S dte all; they brought business to town. But, no one
objected to Darley's use of the Presbyterian Church for lectures.
arley xuw his first lecture, Dece: 18, 1877. The subject was,
“Come Take a Drink.” Posters using the title advertised the lecture. Some
took the inviation lerally and came to imbibe frecly. They were disap-
poined but returne for mor lectures and the church was packed every
aight, The Pastor's Register recorded, “Grand success! G
the movement! four sinad the Plagae fs night”
continued for thirty-one nights .\nd over 600 signed the Pled
Darley reported that at f t the whiskey element lau | at the idea
of a temperance movement. Within a week, however, e e tlile
combat Darley and temperance. Some christian men were fearful that
violence might resul if Darley coninue his forceful sermons. They at-
tempted to slow his pace, but he became even more militant. At one mes
ing, a Lake City saloon eper shouted, “Damn him, let him go! T||c more
we say, the worse he get:
The temperance movement gained impetus when, on New Year's
Day, 1878, Mrs. George Darley arranged for a dance and organized the
ladies of the church to hold Open House from 9 A.M. t P.M. for men
from home. Long tables were set up in the hall, food in
quantities was provided, and music was played throughout the day. The

Thc Jocketh
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Pledge was placed on a table near the door and hy evening forty-five had
signed it hatcaly b driabs werg focor oo i Sl
Lake City that New Year's Day

e Reform Club was organized in 1884. Its objectives were similar
to those of the Murphy Movement. This organ ation was responsib
bringing nationally known temper
sponsored lecture o this

e for
ce speakers to Lake City. The first
ey sy “Alibasghieion
anperancs lochare from Ottt lows. Ho spoke before a large crowd
and sixty maoce persons signed the

ledge. Lecutres of this nature continued
Illrl)ughnul the 1890's, Representative of the later speakers was Reverond
wid T n of the Friends Church, Chicago. The title of his lecture was,
, the Saloon, and How 10 Save the Boy
I, the Presbyterian Church of Lake C
e nter for the entire community
addition to an\\ n d(-nmmmmun.ll services, the facilities of the church were
made available for f other dummm.\ﬂnm public entertainments
et of el el e
The s were the next o estabish a chy

urch in Lake City
he following announcement appeared in the I)\umbu‘) 1578 e of
the Silver World:

We the undersigned do, by authority of the Rt. Rev Bishop Spaulding
of Colorado, request all interested in the establis hment of an

piscopalian Chutch in Lake City lo meet on Monday 2, De-
cember 11,at 7 PM. at Draper and Kay's office

Draper

C.B. Hickn
E. T. Hotchkiss
H. C. Olney

Plans were laid at this meeting to orga
and church edifice. Money f

ize a church, and to build a rectory
rom friends in New York and churches in the
East already had been promised. The following week the newly organized
Episcopal Church Society arranged for lay readings to begin the last Sunday
mD«u‘mb\‘rlukmh(k\ILIH A choir was organized and an organ engaged.
By January, 1877, the Episcopalians established a Sunday School and
ol servicss wero scheciun 4 chinehs Ebracy whs sarjed it Hosss
donated by friends and churches in St. Louis, Chicago, and New York, as
ishop Spaulding and Reverend Mr. Finch of Denver. In March,
the Society purchased i lotsat Fifth Street and Gunnison Avenue and
prepared a temporary chaj
‘The Rocky Mountain Newws, Augast 8, reported

ke

The Episcopal Society of Lake City worships in a little church just

opposite the Presbyterian Church. The church, barring its high-

backed pews, is finished off in the neatest and most fastdious

There is no regular pastor yet, but \np  Spaulding, in his rec

visit, promised one should

encouraged and pray and's
ickedness.

om Rty et
AL Lake

Regular services continued without a pastor until May, 1880, when
the Lake City Mining Register reported the appointment of Reverend A. D.
Drummond, as the first Episcopal Rector to be called to the Church (St

EPISCOPAL CHURCH, Fifth Street and Gunnison Avenue. This con-
gregation was the second one to form a society in Lake City from which
was organized the St. James the Less Parish. The church and church
office were built in 1877. It still stands, an edifice of “the neatest and
most fastidious taste.

James the Less arish. in Lake City. The paper addod that, the parish wss
built and urzunurd by lay readings conducted by H. Simmons, a local
QO 1 e ) o oaehi e s, e
free from debt, and owned seven good lots and a chapel.
Revarend Drummond began regular servi
Sunday Bible class for adults, taug
lic School of Lake City
The Easter Sunday service in 1881 was des

and added a 3 PM.
~ Lewss, Principal of the Pub-

bed in the Silver World:

The chancel was beautifully decorated with native and conservatory
flowers from ase’s hot-house. The chancel rail was lh‘u\mlu(
with potted geraniums, evergre glass vases
filled with flowers. The pastor pr amd et
he hoped for a large, constant att

lve

Reverend Drummond's wish spparently was not granted, for shortly he
was transferred to the urcl
B Ekiztity of toe Lake Caty secesoes, pioueh the Sunds ay School continued.
The Silver World, July 22, 1882, asked this pertinent question:

Why does not some enterprising minster come to Lake City? The
Presbyte nd Episcopalian pulpits are vacant. Lake City will
give bearty welcome o a ministor who has plonty of brains snd sand
to back him up,

C. Y. Grimes, a student pastor, ¢
mes pulpit for the summer season. Th
Western Theological College, Chicago, was welcc

ne in J

1891, to fill the St
nt pastor, a student at
t a reception given

pi]




by the L\dlm of the church at the Occidental Hotel. Vi d
Bishop Spaulding filled the pulpit untl he G
s retmmed for the secoed &

St James Mission parish church was incorporated in Lake City,
August 5, 1803, Services eontinued at irrogula satervals with only ooss:
S et pakt S St o young people’s activities were
conducted ogularly by lay mermben

other churches, the ladies of St. James contributed to the
i it of s Comammity Nt ottt Gt e e money
raising projects, though they sponsored thei share o them. Unlike some
of the other demoninations, the Episcopalians sponsored dances which
provided an interesting and popular diversion for all The best available
music was provided and special entertainments were added. Franklin Hall
was the scene of these regular Friday evening socials and dar
The Episcopalian congregation, though small, included a number of
the social leaders of the town. Their church edific
size, butit had a dignity and simplicity which was reflected in
of its services. The contribution o this denomination o the social na
culuralife of the town was
While the Presbyterians had the distincto
Protestant church in Lake City, Reverend . Moffa
Methodist divine services. “The service was hel
7, 1876. The Silver World editor found *
audince attentive.
o first Methodist Churh services were conducted in the Presby-
Alternate Sundays were used by the two congregations,
mm m\mnd Moffatt ing for the Methodists. In August, 1877, the
Methodists pressed the Conference in Denver for the appoint-
Rttt s et pastor. The Conference granted the request by assign-
ing Reverend B. B. Dundas to this church. Lots on Second Street and
Gunnison Avenue were purchased in September, 1877, and a parsonage
was built
By the fall of 1877, the Presbyterian congregation had progressed to
the point of needing its church facilities full time, so the Methodist service:
§66ce tas et schie ouse YRR Dt T oas
0 take the pastorate at Lake City through the promise that a flourishing
churel could be buit,and that bis support would be provided by th church
d tho mission fund. With the spproach of winter, this promie had not
family. To

2

of building lhu first
 conducted the firt

day L-v\.mng May
“(bo attendance large au the

been fulflled and the rministor found, it diffcul o foed hi
augment the meager treasury,
benefit entertainment. As

the ladies of the church gav essful
innovation in Christmas celebrations was spon-
sored by the Methodist ladies that same year, when a large Christmas tree
was placed in the Court House for young and old of all denominations. A
comittee was on duty from 9 A.M. until noon to receive family gfts for
the tree.

ng February, 1878, servicesfor this congregation were held
in the Gourt House. A notice which implied the dociime of the Methodist
Clureh appeared in the Sitvor World, November 2, 1878. It snnounced

was vacant and available for rent. Services
isiting ministers and lay leaders officiating. In
, at the Methodist Conference meeting in Ceorgelown, Colorado,
Elder Jobn H. Merritt, Director of the Southern Divsion of Colorado
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Lake City are promising points, and invite attention.

Apparently the proposed tention was oot t directed toward the
City Methodists, for the Church lots, SW corner Second
Street and Gunnison Avenue, were old by’ the shentt fo $900, under 8
olonel
the Meth-

all was the buyer. From that time on those of
dois faith in Lake City unnlnppm( with other congregations.
ther Hayes, parish priest of Del Norte came to Lake City
in September, 1577, o solcit funds for the consirutions of a Catholi
Church, \ub)(nplmn\ totaling 8800 were raised. While
B et hiah tass i tho Court House. T mas emdersined
(b ng wouldso0n be complted
Although the Catholic
e Hayes conduciod the do
World described the church as,

reh was oot completod a3 schedulod
icatory serviee 1878. The Siloer

From twenty-two by fifty-five feet. The plans were drawn by
(‘eﬂru Boggs, who did most of l)vv construction work. The ceiling
is arched, provid acoustics. Wainscoting three and one-halt
8ot high of grained oak with walnut trm runs around the sanctuary
walls. The painting is to be done by a professiona he altar
will be marble and highly mrmmxnlca! An addition, ﬁnmun by
twenty-one and one-half feet is being placed on the rear of the build-
ing II Il be partitioned into two rooms and used by the pri
March, 1878, the church was wmu]tlul It bore the name,

Gatholi Chanch of 6. Rowe o . ther J. H. Brinker conducted ser-
B i eircery, 1555, Father Quina, of the Gunotson. Catboi
e at

B i o Lokc City o conduct sarvics intcrmltc
. By the spring of 1683, the members. h.ul provided n
made other additions to thL interior of the church.
ladies of the Catholic Church provided socials, ber nd
dances 0. to th rcreation of the commnity. The s of iareriats
was a f , September 27 and 28, 1577. A supper dance at the
Armory, \pﬂn‘lll(‘l] h\ the Cathol 's, became a n-gvﬂ ar monthly event.
Thesg partcs were open (o e entire community and very well patronised.
Christmas Eve an annual af eagerly awaited. The ladies
secured the best (.m“-m available, and provided special entertainment
and refreshments as well,
ln adition 1o, the re

W pews

arly sponsored dances, the Catholic ladies
also arrnged specal Fo mmum celcbrations for the entire communty.
The July Fourth, o ook the form of a picnic
ey ‘latform thirty by sixty feet was const
for dancing, good music was provided, and refreshments of ice cream a
lemonade served

‘The Catholic Church of Lake City did not provide regular services
throughout the period, but a visiting priest made frequent trips to the town
to conduct mass, and o administe to those of the Catholic fith T
trac h sl stands on a vantage point overlooking the
e e city, its cross pointing heaveward,
Passersby may stop to worship at its marble altar

m ary hisory of th: Christian Church in Lake Ciy shows ts
dm B e fia st e oot aree ot
i befors m.»(lum was organized, a small band of professors of the
ets of the Chistan Church, had organized a flourishing Sunday School

ts doors unlocked.
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In addition to the Sus School, a Young People’s (‘Imm.m Association
was formed. Its activity was reported by the Silver Wor

We have three neatly finished att
habitants here: yet,

ctive churches and 2000 intelli-

gent 10 resident dlergyman. We do have the
Y.P.C.A. though, and every Sund nterestng, instructive, and very
entertaising Gxercises are conducted at the ltilo church (Prosby-

terian); Last Sunday the theme was
burial

The

‘Moses, his birth, life, death and
Next Sunday there will be a song service.

mectingsofthe Y.P.C.A. were roglar,and in i of a pastor,one of
sermons was read by an adult th
hurch ;,rnup was given a c
unday

i
ool was transferred from the E

nuummi

J. J. Sharrad, state vangelist of Christian Churches
arrived in L i , to hold a series of night meetings. The
Testlts wore gra A hunh“smg.mx d with si toen charter medl
bers. By the time Reverend Sharratd closed his meotings, thirty
two members had been added, twenty by baptism and i by letter}
The baptismal service was conducted in the overflow waters of Oceant
‘Wave Falls, just below tow

The newly organized mm,ruutmn rented an old Gunnison Avenue}
dining hall and converted it meeting place. The location
Eiiatns Voo as ittt IO B vioons s poctucte ehorl
services on alternate weeks. Special lectures and programs were given, i
ddition to regular church services. Among the attractions was the sters
optcan exhibition, August 22, 1884 I provided a tour through England,
rance, Italy and views of a storm at sea. The scenes were life-size. A
mission charge was 2 cents for adults and 10 cents for children. It |)|de
a rewarding event for the mountain community

s a further consideration for the young people, the members n( the
Christian Church munlmd a Bible Readiny ciet, 15,
purpose w as being “to make mutual improvement
ul),u uf the !'nhlr h\ m(-mhc TS,

Jsual, the ladies of the Christian Church were the fund-raising|
group. They sponsored dinners, programs, and public lunches on specialf
days to add to their treasury. As a special project they renovated the meet:
ing hall. The floor and benches were painted, curtains of lace for the
“ll\(ln\\~ were m.ulr seats were up]ml ered and new chandeliers were
installed. Miss Eva Corwin, a membe ted a rose de red velvet]
for a cover for the reading stand. Funds for this special project were donated
ata party i the home o E. H. Smith

gregation meetings were held in the Hall until late in 1891
when alternate Sunday services wero conducted at the American House
Fourth Steet and Silver Avenue, Ine C.A. continued, witht
programs, benefits and socal ..m..\ Il\mm.h ms Though no churcl
i ot comitsoelsd) tal e BiCRY At for Eoaiom o il
s oo BRI lseicirectl
the moral tone of the community.
e fist eference (0 rel
aptist faith w

permanent

ous service in Lake City by a minister of
cement,July 8, 176, n the Siloer Worl
at Roverend James Finch of Denver, Superintende st Missons|
o Callat, ek proacs I Grerleh mam st S uly O

the B

2

11 AM. Sunday School would be held at 3 PM. No further record is
available, however, concerning subsequent services until September 9,
1883. On that date the Baptist Church Record stated
Agreeable to announcement, a gathering of Baptist friends, residing
in Lake City, was held in the Presbyterian Church, for the purpose
of considering the propriety of organizing a Baptist Church-in Lake
City. A committee on Church letters was appointed and officers
elected.
Of those who attended the organization meeting September 9, sixteen
became charter members of the church

From th tion in September, 1883, to October, 1884, meet-
wers held, but o record was k ce the clerk was out of tow
Reverend M. A. Clark, agent for the Baptist Publishing Society, preached
at the Pre~by\crm hin the morning of October 5, 1884, and at the
Chitian Hall i the afternoon, Members decidod to begin regular cove-

ant meetings o day in each Bible study to be
B i i rogsior dnmh e A e
and interest hig]

B i of thc ovenant meetings was the promation of the first
Baptist revival. Reverend Clark began the meetings on March 5
BB o rects, cshion soonsors wors st 1o the charch thirte
by baptism and the remainder by letter. This brought the to
ing moved away. The, baptismal service for those
 revival meeting was conducted in a large tank

W

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ON Bluff Street, overlooking the town. It
is situated at the base of Crystal Peak. The first service was held in this
church September 20, 1891. The church was dedicated in January, 1892.
Services are still conducted in this edifice.




School. \h-mhu\ mll March 8, 188:
officers for the s
Doosunber, 1005, ' siabats asseid s Sucitings Trons 110
homes to a rented hall in Houghland Block, and subsequently, to the.
Episcopal Church, where covenant meetings continued with fair regularity.
The congregation was not large enough 1 support a full-time pastor, s0
visting ministers filled the pulpit. However, in October, 1888, F. W
Reynolds was accepted as a member and became the church past
well. He was orda w(l by the Reverend Cameron of Denver, De
1888
The purchase of a church Imihﬁng site was the next important step
taken by ﬂvv congregation. Lots 13, and 17 on Bluff Street
quired January 23, 1889. The A e o kT a0 1
n of a church building.” George Wilson, P. P.
n Talisferro were appoisied as & conmsitios o4
solicit funds. All church activities were suspended until the new building
was ready for occupancy. The Lake City Times, April 30, 1891, reported
thatthe foundation had becn i
ce inthe completed church was held September 20,
. Parker, pastor, in charge The
ion was very proud of the new building. L. R he
Lake City were allwell bt and a erei o any ¥ i ciy:the
rch even had stained glass window
IIm progress of the church is rt'ﬂcdul in the m\mml Iutmr of 1892
1o the Baptist Association. A summary of the year included: (1) a new build:
ices since its u»mph‘lum"\ a good congrega-
u.y.m of a full-time pastor for a yea .m».\ o |I :
meeting in cooperation With the Presbyterian Church, and (5
Eplo% Socaty of Clian SRt o oo “ocatinghrcaly O
followa course of Bitlo study
Church was dedic

, in Mendenhall's home and elected

ted January 17, 1892, with Reverend
Alex Turnbull, State Missionary, preaching in the morning,and Dr. 1. G
Woods, of Lincoln, Nebraska, visiting Superintendent of Home Missions,
gt ||\'(|('(|| tory sermon in the evening. The costof the church was
& 52 for materials and labor, with the difference
donated l\\mvu,h Wwork or material. & 8830 debt remainod afor all pledges
were paid. The pastor assuned this dobt
The customary fficulties arose but were resolved with
P e e L e
The Church has been open every Sunday. We have had a struggle
for life at times, during the past few months; yet ol s e
to church and pastor. Our Sabbath School has been a marked success.

end D. E. McGlashan was pastor from March, 1894, through
April 1907 According t Ralph Horton, Rever MecClashan was trained
in the ministry, but gave it up for ranching in the Gu cy. After
e o e e L D
liked and always ready to help anyone in need. If money was short at the;
church, he would contribute heardl. Mrs. McGlashan was an accomps
lished musician and helped with the musical po the services.

concern of the Baptist congregalion In the early days was i
canduet ofits members. For example, a specil mesting was called by the
Trustees on December 23, 1894, t ne church members “taking part

in worldly amusements.” Reverend McGlashan offered this resolution
The churchis apposed 1o any member taking partin worldly amuse.
‘ments, especially dancing, card playing, Sabbath desccration, and of
the wse of mtuxlc.mm_ liquors as a beverage, and all other forms of
vice contrary to

The 1896 annual letter to the association made note of the progress in this
respect, by affirming, “The church has done much to elevate the moral
standards of Lake City. Our growth has not been in numbers, but in
spirituality.”
The subsequent notations in the Church Record show admissions of
ilt by members, promises to reform, and withdrawals from membership,
15 reques, for those who faited to abide by the Church Resolution, were
unanimously adopted a the December 25, 1894 mecting
erally, strict adherence to the tenets of the Bapmi l.mh was.
follawed As might be expected in a frontier communit ce did
oceur. Such did not escape the view of the loyal pmion. g \..d,
n arose when permission to use the church for a funeral servi
B ik doceased, Jossc Lander, had beon an inmate o & perit
for a conviction of manslaugher. Released from prison, she had returned
to Lake City where she died from tuberculosis. A church truslu rdllx(‘d
the use of the church for her funeral. The girls funeral was held in a store
uilding nsead. The sentiment of the congregation, and even 2 of the town,
was divided. However, the Church Record makes this notation concerning
B of 1 icicent

May 20, 1900 —The Trustees offcially clogd e doos of e churel
against Reverend M. B. Milne fo e funeral sermon of

B B, e church repubiates the actoo of the Trustee
oved and passed that hercaher the church be open 1o all caste
el color o funeral purposcs

It was reported that a few days after the funeral, the trustee respon:
le for refusing the use of the church was encountered by some of Ihc
deceased’s friends in Crookeville, where he was riding in his
was removed from the vehicle and soundly buggy-whipped P eiad

im great sympathy
The ladies of

Baptist Church, like those of other denominations,
were active in fund raising projects for church expenses, and in socials for
B8 eiertsinment of the community. The professionl programs sponsored
by these ladies included, M. R, Woods of Ottawa, Kansas, who gave his
humorous lecture, “Marriage and Divorce” on August 5, 1891. The Fisk
Biike Singers appearcd on May 16, 1802, and Major J. M. Essi iuon
Tectured on “The Benefits of the Keeley Cure to the Cause of Temperance”
in May, 1893.
Unusual home talent socials included such diversities as a contest
10 see who could eat a suspended doughnut fastest with his hands tied
QR et st and pillowcaso masuerade, i which prizos were
o tho best costunes; an avoirdupois socl an admission
f cent por povund of weight was charged each guest
Secretdollar party, in which ladics of the church were required to c
ollar and reveal the method used at the party. So, while dancing and othet
B s ocrccts” wore frowned upon, o Baptist ladies ssomed able
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1o provide acceptable entertainment for their members and the towns-
people

The of the Baptist Church, and its influence is reflected
in the tribute paid {6 the minister who eonducted the fire reviva] held by
the church. L. R. Smoot said:

1 must pay lrll)ulu to perhaps the finest n
ever went about t, Reverend M.
he was calle known .m(] um by eve
denomination. He was truly a pioneer mini

positon in an Eastern collage, and from 1875 101506 Preachod

throughout the wild and rough'country, walking thousands of miles
over the hills.

er of the Gospel who
rk. “Father Clark,”

oue, o matter what

The white church with the stained glas windows stll stands on Bluff
Street. Its bell rings at intervals, when a visiting minister or missionary
cofmes thevugh e ot sty BrAl Aopd B SO e o e ol
Baptistfaith and any others who wish to worship wilhther
The religious luence in Lal from the lnrgvnn\x\), of its hmnr\
merits recognition. The churches .md religious organi: way uc-
sl campaign against. the desiructve, immoral forces s which aro auel
tured in a communi periencing phenomenal growth through the
discovery of rieh gold and sier lodes The carly estalabomeat of religiond
centers, plus the persisten program of ativiy sponsored by the ¢

combined to delible moral infl n the entire Lake
City area.

Clapton V/

The Three Ké and More

:
EARLY, SETTLERS were not interested in creating new Utopias, or in

radically changing L\mvlur cultural patte iad known in the East
Ex town leaders sgreed with th
hi

families arived n
eared in an Ih 5 issue of the )»14 er World Hm
B fecescity here ot prosent.” Many residents wers, themseives,
educated and belived that  fre public school system wasesential 1 the
siabiity and advancement o 2 growing con Editorials promoting

Schol fnterest lso appeared weekly ¢ movement should be
I e« comocoodious schoothous and procare a toacher
Nothing speaks more loudly for the enterprise and permanency of a new
town than a well regulated public school,” was the theme of one editorial
in the Silver World.

A few weeks later, T. H. Cannon mmumd the opening of a private
school in Sparlings Hall on December English branches will be
taught,” he said, “as well as bookkecping e toiog o
those who desire to pursue extra branches.” Tuition was three dollars a
‘month, payable in advance for the regular course, five dollars a month for
theextracourse. Th schoo s t be nonsecarin.

Nal all the people in the arca were financaly able to patronize
a private school. una .p,,m.mmd school fund in_the
Bunty amounting to ffty dollars, the Siloer Worid sugaested that a petition
IR 5 1ot County Suporintendent of Schoots, asking for the
organization of a Lake City School District. The limited county funds could
then be supplemented with subscriptions and a school free to all might
be supported.

Following this suggestion, Lake City residents met January 3, 1876,
1o ongane a school ditrit. Since adequats funds were not immediatly
available, the new board resolved to raise enough money by subscription
for a three months term. A store \nnmmL ST e ‘money
raised, W. A. McGinnis appointed as teacher, and on January 1
ty. Expenses for the proposed
The subsequent terms were to be
onalltaxable property i thedisric
A I e e it

SE

876,

supperted by a ta of ivo mils

imexesn

was keen
elghi ten were listed a
ubjects taught incladed spelling,

ht
and respanse o instructon rewarding, Of i b
c during the firstcight weeks
ing, bookkeeping,

s perfect in attendan

rithmetic.

geography, primary geography, and ment
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The citizens who attended the school meeting the following Septems
ber were unanimous in deciding on a six months term to begin November
This was » determined step, particularly in view of the School District
Report made by Secretary A. R. Thomson to the County Superintenden
of Schools. The school census showed 103 persons between six and twe
one years of age in the district, and sixty-one under six years
enrollment for the previous term had been thirty, with an average
attendance of nineteen. The salary for McGinnis was fifty-five dollars
month. School had been in session thirteen weeks, and only fifty dollars
remained in the school treasury. Nevertheless, plans proceeded for the
opening of school on November 1. A committee was appointed to sec
a building and make other necessary artangemens T
e opening date was postponed when it was learned only $7
had been collected by the school tax. This was neatficient for rurment
needs. ing was called, to consider ways and means to cope:
This significant note was added to the announce-
is especially desired that the ladies be presen
pparently the presence of the ladi fave suppor 1o the strugalin
il il the Finley Building, and plans moved)
forward 1o opon sehool & soon a5 possble. The e sepech o sponsor
a beneit supper and ball, November 10, in Kostck and Kohler' Hall
o raise funds necessary to equip and repair the Finley Building. Al ladies
in the community were invited {0 participate in this project. The responsel
was encouraging,

Meanwhile.
sucosssful in ai
for W

special me
with this emergency
ment

the school board, confident that the ladies would be
ng necessary funds, scheduled a teachers’ examination
v November 1. Five applicants were examined. Colonel
C: W, Adam sad Mis. Eogeate Wi Olicy seoutved the ]meI ara Mcs
and were elected to teach for the cusuing term. Thus, the free 1
school of Lake City embarked on its second &
The following year similar financial mr housing probl
Tax collections were slow, and by January the:
the treasury with which o pay teachers'

‘e was no money
Also, the temporary and

inadequate housing in business buildings was not satisfactory. Poor heating
1 ventilation. plus leaking roofs were not conducive to good classroom

‘The need for levy

special school tax was elearly seen in the school
report isued on Febraary 1 1876, There was 5 sehmel debt of 51330
for teachers salares nd $1,200 fo lmber, supplies, apd rent In nodiiny
the school census reported 317 children between ages of six and twenty-one
§ under six years in the district. The Silver World announced

The second term would
resume March 11. T Y inthe schooltreasury, but armange
ments had been made to advance money forteachers salaries. Hard times
wereoffered asthe reason for slow tax paymens

Clearly, the present plan of publi Instruction was not reaching the
objective set by those who urged the establishment of a public school
system. People with families were beginning to leave Lake
leaders were aware of the situation and sought a oluti
Mountain Netes noted the probler fered a solution
8, “The aueston of building a schoollouse has
s L ibio s e soo T A e only
i tht vl hdp them out of their quandry.”

a2

fRincrossed the mumber by an add

The school bui ﬁng idea had been given some momentum the
previous year, Samuel Wade had donated seventy-five lots to the
BBl district for a building fund. The Lake City Town Company had
gift of lots. By the spring of 1880

e. Tnterest and enthusiasm was

B e oo 316,500 bond issue to buil equip a school
building. It w articular interest to the ladies, for a new school law
BBttt thecn to vote in a school election. The proposed bond
ied, sixty to fifteen. June 15, in a public meeting, the following resolution
was adopted:

Resolved by the votes of this
in Dist B sty it oo o Ditaciows ghavoot
is hcreby S v o sio sataviad by ' thi might,

Jind to negotiate the bonds of said District at a price ot less than

0 conts i5 and procoed at once {o let contracts for the ereetion of the
chool house on such plans and terms as may be thought best for the
nterestof this Dis

The Board of Trustees put \|.\mr Brockett in charge of the school funds.
He was bonded at $57,000. Roeschlaub, Denver school architect,
was employed to draw plans for the building. The accepted plans called
for a two-story structure of stone, witl full basement. Two large rooms
on the main floor were planned to accommodate fifty-six desks each. The
¢ three ooms, one accommodating 110 dosks, and
The basement was to remain temporarly
. The mum.nud cost of the building was $12.000. Lots on Sit
B csccd, s by Septemmber, %0, bis were opened and
contracts for the constraction wees le.
eremony for I e laying of the cornerstone was der
xuspmcﬁo(\)m Masonic Lo A large .mdu-mc attended the very impres-
sive service on Saturday lfkrn(xm October 16, 1880. The Lodge members
and the school children formed uul marched from the Lodge
Hall to the school. The program inc music by the children and
a Lodge quartet, an address by Professor W. G. B. Lewis, the school
Principal, and the Masonic Service for laying a cornerstone
n interesting sidelight on the construction of the building appeared
in the Silver World
The a(u'mmn uf the School Board is called to the lack of terminal
facilitie: ecton wilh the now school house. They should have
a privy council and take measures for the necessary
structural adjuncts contiguous t the temple of fearning on Cunnison
Aver

the decision was made to floa

school mesting; beld June 15

In Ouuh\.r 1881, the [uu er story of the new bui g was completed

and occupied. A. E. Joab, of Colorado Springs, was Principal, and the

teachers were Mrs. A. R. Wright and Miss Vashti t. One hundred

I it o cnroifd, Toachers and shudanss were very proud

of the new buiding. The former were very strct with students who
oyt

defaced ai

An cident occurred soon ater the buiding was oc-
B o conrort cave v the floor o room. This
e A g g Jooty semmteiciod.
Parents became alarmed for the safety of their children and kept them
home. Attendance in grammar school dropped from fifty to thirteen. A
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public mecting was held in the Court House, and demands were mads that
classes be removed from the building il is rue condition could be
determined. The school board was unwiling to disrupt school and refused
to comply with the den n m\prnmn was made, and the one weak
suppart was discovered and replaced. Fears were thereby allayed and
school continued
mews school buiding and the fall tem of 1852 combined 0 make
 fno showing, The d observed that Lake City had one of the
best disciplined and mrnl mlcrmlnm schools in the State. Attendance was
mere than one hundred, and the pupls were wel disiplined: oven ater
only two “(ck\ of school redit was given to Professor A. E. Joab, des-
cribed as “a thorough scholar” who possessed “knowledge of human
3 mul the ability to ~uuu\iuH\ govern, direct, and control with fir
s and kindness.” Miss Lizzie Tallman, intermediate and primary
instrutor, had over seventy in her depa She has perfect control
them. The Silver World is proud of Luku( ity’s school. \\cum),m\uhm.
e parents.
Attendance maintained an average of over ane hundred pupils for
the next few y Che numh\u increased to 166 h Aml
1898. The grade level was
courses. In 1885, for ple, physics.
sealogy were added to ‘\he cansicalim,
the spring of 1893, more space was needed for the upper grades.
Proviously, they had been divided, one group studying o home while the
other recited at school, and vice versa. So, the upper floor of the building
was completed, giving ﬂwlw additiona ﬂ rooms.
Th nual ¢ f Lake City's upper school was held
i y ul 8 P.M. A fifteen cent admission
ade to xld . jenses. Many townspeople came to hear a;
nd vocal $olo, recitations, class prophesy, and addresses

:'

gradually raised 10 inc

Bistory, thetarte, ‘algebra il

he first

. 1898

in the Armory,
charge was
program of v
by school of
The Lake
il Kavsil tivapieos et ST
devoted to their profession. It is not possible to mer
Joab, who was principal in 1881 and was assoc
first classes in the new building, seems to |
jmpression, Mrs, M. K. Mott, one of his ke City studeats

ty public school system was fortunate in the_teachers
were well-qualified and
all. However, A. E.

id years later.

While we were drifting along at the end of one school year, it was
a hat we would have a new teacher in the fall, 8 young
1 shal nevr forget s first sesson, We were caled
g of & ‘medium sized handbell. Our former
teachers dul this in a slow, weary way; but this morr s dif
ferent, We looked up from our play i amazement at a tall, red-
Beaded young man, walking brisly d down, vigorously ringing
that bell; we had never drcamed there was 50 mueh ~ring in it
Our school m ged from then or

Mr. Joab was a wonderful educator, but a wild dis et
we receivedin educational foundatio from hism that was pricsless
He was very thorough and intense in his desire for us to excel. Some
Hated him [ did not, but T was afraid of him,  had to sudy “or lse
True, he had several encounters with by brothers; but, outside of
a few bruises, he escaped all ha

Through the energeti influence of Professor Joab a new brick

Yoo gracuate
to order by the
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school house was buil
laid with our

08 S rocalls that Profescor Josb thought the mmbm of

her class mature enough to attend some of the sessions of the famous

i tiialin Distric Court. 1n that way they would learn what a trial

jury meant. In the courtroom she was seated near the witness stand

B Pk ol of eating the lesh of the miners he was charged with

fimrn gala day when the comnerstone was

having killed. Later some of her companions told her they overheard

Packer ask, “Who was that fat, juicy young girl who sat near me
yesterday?”

ofessor Josb was - Schools_at

rIL supcmmmh-m of Public
d he be

{50 Utivernity a yeatilater,

the Mathe-
Mirs Mot forther

R s i 10y, 1
B Dot of C
recalls:

Forty years fter | had gone 0 school to bim, | read in a San Francisco
paper of one Colonel A. E. Joab, who had ed for defaming
the character of Ceorge Washinglon. This \uundr:( so like our Pro-
fessor Joab that | wrote and asked | e the teacher I had once
nown in Lake Ci mediately repiied 1 he, pray who
are you

i Gity residents recall gther inerestng incidents associated with
carly school life. Mrs. H. G. H embered the Armitage boy who rode
oo b seih drawe 1,\ "a shotland pony from his home at Crooke's
Rl e e pony at the livery stable and went on to

- thu» .1 ed h \uhlnn n»ilu\ ice skated to school
o the creck flo tow
B e it el skato down the froven
blocks of school, where they would remove their skates and walk the re-
maindero the w leath reported that the school went through the

th grade only. u ed at this time to enlarge it
Eiaciode the Tuefth e e wr\ml as Superintendent of Schools
from 1901 to 1905, when he became Cor

Treasurer.
B 7 ol poonic ived ia Lake Gity, but birs. Heath rcalled
one old couple, former slaves, who lived school. Children loved
10 0 o their house at noon for a drink of water. The old man worked at
iy, Ho had a bumped back and walked bent forward; but, he
invariably sang as he went to and from work. Another Negro, Ji

Price,atended | lhe Lake Gity school in the 1890’ and graduated.

From 1875 to 1894, private schools of various types operated in Lake
Gity: Professor |. Merifed opened  schoolof Penmanship on Noember
27,1875. Mrs. Retta e started a subscription school June 10, 1676
The Junary 32, 1876, Sivar Worid reported

The Orthographo

0, mild type of malevolent discase, has broken
out here lately. The complaint quite generally affect our citizens.
fiesiouid g from the mumber who ssemblod at th school house

sday evening lo participate in an old fashioned spelling school
The exercises were varied with declamations, recita i sing-
ing The next ill be one week fro arday. A
eral fmvation s extended 10 all

i S

e private schools were started in 1877, the Misses Winn's “Select
and a successful night school directed by Colonel C. W. Adams.

Two me
School”

35




0

Dancing schools were popular from 1878 through 1894. In 1882,
Miss Kato Earhart, at the schichiation of many parents: consented to give,
 serics of kindergarten lessons at the H. . Mayer home, In a sing
school was sponsored by the Presbyterian Church, and Joseph B
SRR s oo ke Thatlsans Fer e
D LA e ISl T s i St s
Since many of the mines were closed during the severe winter
reather,the mine workers had leisuro time. While many sought work i
lower clevations, most remained i
odd jobs for 3 lving, The Reveesiialee e
That & piiic lbeary nd
community. Consequently,

NOTICE TO MINERS

Vim making effort in the East 0 secure books, papers and magasi

for the mmu\ on and over the range. I am in receipt o d an

expecting more. 1 desire to get them to Lake City and Si

shall be lad to hear from those who can get them m‘ in.

y aim s o secure secular reading, but

hm-n chiefly of a religious \.I\l

interest. Address me at Del Nort
‘Alex M. Darley

“this moice ‘mppoerad ' the S Wl

£

so far my receipts have
they contain much of general

Others soon became interested in the proposed library and r
room. The T own Board of Trustees at the
appointed a ittee to select lots suitable for town purposes .md
included in the it lo for & public library.J. Rice, of Puehlo, Golorad
who had established a branch news depot in that city, sent his ext
circulating library to e City. Reasonable terms for its use were worked
out on a regular basi
In March, 1877, the Free Library Association was organized. The
name adopted was “Miners Library of Lake City r. Henry Finley
immediately donated ot o the Asociation, and plans were &

de to

d o with the erection of a library bulld al and
ibor were to be don ated, But before a structure could be completed, the
Y n opened its fre library and
n General H. F. Sickles'
Ghnnison Aveate. Yok H. Siumons donated 200 books Darley
.n(l(lul ety ocs. All loading st teberdnd many eastern papers were
ationery and places for writing were provided for miners

s in the city who had no facltes for this purpose
The success of the venture is recorded in the Silver World, May 26, |

new buildin,
A,

‘The Miners Library is now about a month old. It is a great moral
and intellectual aid o this area, Carren ltrature s most pop
ome of the best daily and weekly journals from all over the United
States aro avadable. The present book enlection is light literatare;
but, by fine American and European authors,
Bl s St eaHS oAb Ay B b
who formerly went elsewhere.

The Rocky Mountain Newos commented
room and library at L is a great success.
The Miners Library Association erectod its own building, on the south

“The Miners free reading
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reading room |

s o Fourth Stret,just below Gunnison Avene, in August 1577 The
work was completed in three days by voluntary labor contributions
Much eredit is given to the efforts of George M. D arlcy and Theodore
Kt . A record s avalable of the, continuous operation of the library

until October, 1879, when this notice appeared in the Silver World,
et Catill socoren the g of the Miners Library on Fourth
Street for a hospital.

e general decrease of mining opera the area was credited
with |hr: decline in the need for a library Tl\u pulﬂu school, through
donations and. benefit programs, had boen adding to its libracy, and
facilities in prh.ms hon were generally available. The record of the
Miners Library project i ning community is unique, and speaks well
for the concern shown by uuzun\ for those who were ore or less transient.

The story of the struj  toetabis schools nd iraies in Lake City
may not be unlike that of many new communities s this one obser-
vation which may be made, ireraitio people who were responsible
for the stable life of this mining town were adamant in their desire to
sstablih o cultural nd intllotua atmosghers for the young people
Their efforts resulted in a social p ich has endured. The early
settlers of Lake ( ity were m\urumxl in mu) rov through education.
They appreciated art, music and literature. The children Uf the mnnh(‘\
whn selled Ihuc were nol denied an educational oundation, The sehool

of short for cconomic reasons, was well disciplined,
B o sonseie v

oday, descendanis from those poncers. and some who have kown

ul l pmluuu of reading, studying,

no other engage in the same
R o o i
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Fbte Fllasares

\\U entertainment in Lake City during the early years]

of general activities in which the entire communil
participated. Thess included holiday celebrations sports events,thetrial
Dessmatatiois, loctures, coucerts, siabivite Tt . gambling,
and saloon amusements. Club affairs were usu ; Jimited to taesbil
and their guests.

According to Mrs. J. L. Harlan there was always a conflict huh\u.n
the cultured and “rough” elements. The cultured faction usually won
There was even a distinction made in burial grounds, Lake City ‘providd
tyo cemeteris, the G Cemetery and the burial ground behind
s Acre” for the lawless cle
Many cultored peogle ¢ ty during the early mining
ush days and remained lo make |wrw nent homes. Among
Jnd“ J. C. Bell; J. W. Mills, attors authored \leI\ \!uh»/(
Enos Hotchkiss and his brothers, I >, P. Foster ]nhn

“rooke, 4 young, attractive man with o from the East in
!577 He bmll Ihu Crooke smelter at the L«!l\ on lhu mulh edge of town,
d this became known as Crookeville. Crooke later invented tin
lnﬂ and nu«'k a sizeable fortune from it. Another who came the
s and romained o help develop the town was Wil 1. S
o, a by, ived with his amily in & arge og cabin town. His
ned the first organ in the valley ister was the musician
© 1 Ihu hm\\\, and also, was the first girl to be |).||)Iv7u| in the town of Lake

nmons,

Among early day settlers who have present family Lake City
swere Mr. and Mr. Horman Mayer, oriinaly rom Bavaria, where they
owned an ancestral e C. Heath and Mrs.
Emma Liska reside ml Ak

ity sbyterian C 3. omas m and
family were also among the He and his brother Jesse located
lht' -uhl n Wonder mine which they sold for $60,000. His l‘.lllL'llth
, married H. T. Hoffman, son of an early Lake City doctor,
"uﬂnmn oo Donnell was an caly day sttler with peesent iy tos i
the town tary, married W. F. Groen, and thet daghier

ake Cily. Professor William F. E. Gurleyy
University of Chicago facult

Ity mexbe, named others of prominence in
early Lake Gity history in a personal letter to W. G. Bla

ONE OF THE EARLY DAY MANSIONS on Gunnison Avenue. T}
the scene of many fashionable social events. The home is still occupied
in excellent repair.
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It was here (L.

Vlﬁrs(mvlTlm(‘ wson, “Cap’” Henson, Joc Mullen,

harley McConkey rank Koisley

 who gt ieads, The) were real men of s Sterling

, belonging to that class which future generations will delight

35 bt s pathisdors: tradblecons, o omp e bdns, Of Sl

do I feel grateful that it was my good fortune to associate withsuch
men during the formative years of my c

By contrast, there was a con
iz the \mlku | > drifter, and the professions
Adventurer, Many brought thelr families, which sreated an sducationtl
and characierfotuning problem, whila mave were single s

The Rocky Mountain News declared:

ant influx of those who folowsd eacl

ereome s brought face t face with the cowpunchers o the Arkansas
and the Platte, the rugged and bea mu-u miner of Ul ada,
i s ] ot el o, the irrdpressible;
stoop-shouldere Lc .md the Lmk. \\unh) habitat who conteded
Mason and Dixon ine, white mule drvers,
te men, & machine

v, G A glorus swar
e . Now and then yo broush coats or clnk glasses v
amillionaire, some fellow who has sold out bis ple and who proposes
to have a good time wil the bays before leaving on the next stage
And then, again, y ty is appealed (o by some grasshopper
T Wi ks Jon IR a lump in his throat
the size of a goose egg, for the loan of a dollar, and who spurs your
n with the remark that he has not had a mouthful of food

ys.

With this combination, recreation in Lake City was, rightly so,
i challenge to both groups. From reliable sources it is evident
there was no dearth of facilities for filling leisure ¢ the desire
for social y on a large scale prompted the construction of several
large cnu-rummun Bl perhaps it i well frt to consider some of them:

1877, Kelly's Hall was opened. According to reports
G e |||1zn|f|um for a frontier mining town, ""The mouldingd
a0 oramental hamewosk of the mirrors and the turncd work about thll
bar were generally specimens of fine workmanship und reflected credlf
1o the manufacturers, Echlin and Routt Both the main hal
allery were fifly feet in length, while the front hall was s
feet 1;»;;,, Facilities for drinking, dancing, and target shoo
[The popular Brocket's Hallwas dedicated on April 19, 1877. Promi
nent ctfzens of Lake City o give a promenade concert and dance
opening affair. The peoceeds from this party were used 1o purchasl
instroraents for e hewly brganissd own bane,Tn Jume of that sara your
Frank Ensensperber opened a new billard hal
was rogarded s, fnst f he cty.
dumb waiter which was nm.nllul e up:
"The follow S, the Lake City Beer Garden was
opened sbout oneblf maile up Henson Creck, Cy Bicrderman and Fred
Hilgenhaus were the proprietors. This pleasure spot was very popular
st waswell run hnd attracted a highvclass lentele, Tablos, benches,
arbors, rustc walks, and swings were foaturs.aftractions.

e 15, 187

A primitive.
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Bridgs afforded pussage o an isand at the, rear of the garden, With the
naural senic beauty of the area. the B Garden proved ts be 4 show-
as a popular recreation center. Beer was served, a platform
was, wnstrucled for dancing, usic was furnished. The (\mlun was of
more than temporary use, for tax records show payment of assessments
through 1885.
Fred Higenhaus, one of the operators of the Boer Garden, was 4
popular resident of Lake City. When he returned on July 5, 1852, with his
BB ki cinins of e town, wad e Stver World,

cve a concert for him. mmul music was played, and cheers
were given for the bride s they appeared on the porch
oo e T mpcont, e T iats mabched
up town and moistened their whistes, roeds, otc... It was deter.
ed to give a genuine musical concert and several of the
instrumentalsts in town repaire to home and pcr(onncd

eake were serv

highly artistic music. Wine ed. The couple was
B resented o beautiful sorvice of silverware, s silver jce pitcher
and goblets.

Mrs. H. G. Heath recalled tl
pleasant place for recrea
dissolving partnership in the late 18
i wasid away most of the area

at the Beer Garden was respectable and a
The two owners were in the process of
80’s, when Henson Creek floodec

where liquors
BRe Gity and Crookevillo by July, 1677, These places varied i size
ons ‘were tastefully furnished, and offered
ot and respectable sociablty. Others bordered
cted the more uncouth customers.
According to Mrs. H. G. Heath, many of the saloon koop\.n were from
i Thoy bad m(uhumm in Lake

the highly respec v Saloon was cited by Ralph Horton
85 exacopie of rc~|m( cabilit y himself was highly respected. His
home on Cunmmn enue was a ~|1n\\|.\L|LL i the communi

was di s opinion of this on.
While the Sier World fine furni nd adequate
facilities R o el e Rocky Mountoin’ News
editorially stated

the saloo

were among

The Y.l(\mn for play and gambling is almost universal and fara
and roulette tables are crowded night after night with men of all
conditions, who bet and lose their money with all the sang froid of
the veteran habitues of the German watering places, The various
town and county of the habt of taking 4 hand in
these gxme‘ .md now .md thn a h\\wr or a doctor or lay member
nf mme dnm.h will step in just to the game interesting. It
amblers, but now and then they get caught up
L e eeetnd

Later, the same newspaper released a second blast on the subject of
public saloons, dec

 The saloons, although required to pay a license of $500 a year
ach are the mest larely representcd of any one brand of traffic
and if all the villainous whiskey and stale beer held in solution by
B £ 2 ouroct Lok oue figuid maas, it would form s
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reservoir large enough to float the Great Eastern. And yet these
establishments do a swimming trade, the receipts of many averaging
8100

nd

The Silver World viewed the saloons from a different perspectivey
On July 1, 18 ew saloon on Silver Street was du\( ribed as, “among}
the most metropolitan that we have in our city oon is elegantly
private rooms in the rear arc neatly and costly furnished. Thif
saloon was presided over by H. M. Crill who prohibited rude or boisterous
conduct
The San Juan Crescent dﬂcrll)ul the .nmuwmu\(s available every]
evening at the Centennial Saloon. Singing and charac
were included in the program, while bl ..Lu“wmm, mmmpulm
€ 10 a suggestion that, with such local talen nstrel
troupe should be organiacd. Mirs. Anajo Doran asserted that “respectable
women did not drink intoxicating beverages in public or private. At publi
events men who had been drinking were asked to leave, I they tried
force their attentions on a lady, or become obnoxious they were jailed)
A lady who danced with an intoxicated person became the subject of
unfavorable mem.nl for weeks.
From its first days Lake

y obsorved national and relgious holidays
ties were of mu erest, all in the community and
were iaviled o tpertiipala Fax exsmis  thattll
e City is remembered because i s the dal
of the first Comrmnity s Tree Celebration to be held, not only
£ the SeR Jian Gmsaty but B T i lope of Colorado, The ladie
of the town determined to make this celebration memorable. They solicit
subscriptions to finance the affair, and a gmneal invilation was {sucdi
every person in the area 1o attend the Christmas Eve perty aid i
The invi epted whole-heertedly. “The mumber of poogll
present excoeded what was supposed to be 1 population of the ol

surrounding are:
Christmas E

Thirty-five married ladies, seventeen bat arms, and innumerable
children between the ages of three and fiftcen wers amen the celobrants
P e newspaper.

Gifts fo frends and family members were brought during the dif
Hall, where two huge Christmas trees had been placed and

decorated. The stores had not 1sid in a supply of boliday merchandist
s0 the gifts were handmade, or of a utilitarian nature. Fruit and candies
were available for all. One attendant reported that, “Kris mmu was
well assumed by Charley Holbrook, whose quaint wittic he
delivered the presents, kept ihallcyey aiiione catinued state
merriment.” A highlight of the g wasthe community supper prepared
and served by the ladies of the town. All guests were invited to partake
“without money and without cast> Two long o Lnrl\ groancd unddl
the weight of good things to eat, and of the 31 souls who availed
themselves of the gencrous bospitality, away unsatisfied.
After supper the ha

=

was cleared for dancing. Thirty-five ladies
and sixty men enjoyed this part of the u.‘d:mlmu \|i\~ huiu Wade
provided organ music, and she was accompanied by a ind guitarist,

Christmas morning was ushered ta by the roport of frcarms, shous, aod

2

other indications of merriment from a crowd of revelers. A quantity of
fresh trout from the Sagauche was available for Christmas breakfast. It
quickly disappeared from the market as soon as word spread through the
communit

‘The annual observance of Christmas mm..m.-d as a part of Lake City
social life. Community Christmas celel gradually disappeared,
however, as the churches umk rec with suliable sorvioes sad. cabdieas
programs. Those away from home at Christmas time continued to be
B e ceiciations with provision mado to sdd o their plessure
on this important occasion.

Residents of Lake City observed other rehgmuw and national holidays

with community celebrations. The first Leay February 29, 1876,
Bl with speciz] consideration, The men were invited by the ladies
toa ball in Finley’s Hall on the evening of that day. According to the Silver

ld:

A noticeable feature of the evening was the “swapping” of husbands
Biduled n by the married ladics, an arrangement probably agrecable
o both parties. The number attending the party was so large

wallflowers were in abundance, though not through
R e eece 1o e e to the ladies, it m\m be said that this
party w B e snd agreeable, ST ot
Siylish,yet given in Lake City. I s only 10 be regretted that the 29th

of February occurs so seldom.

The ladies of Lake City began the annual custom of holding Open
House in observance of New Year's Day, |Kz|||n|ng Jmnmr\ 1, 1879. They
g for these affairs, arr: ing elaborate decora-
r afboxts wese popaid by the great mouubor of el
callers. Ladies. whn held Open House issued rmal invitations to guests
to attend an evening party, which was held in a public hall, where music
was pmuded and dancing continued. el midnight.
bservance of Thanksgiving was traditional from the first
Th.nksgvm, November 26, 1876. Families had special dinners, hotels
and restaurants followed a traditional turkey and trimmings menu,
churches held special services, and strangers in the city were welcomed into
private homes. A masked Thmnkw\mg ball, during this first Thanksgiving
season was given by the Good Templars in Kelly's Hall. An elaborate
BBiee, preparcd and served by the What Cheor Restaurant icuded
oysters, ham, sirloin of beef, chicken, boiled lobster, relishes,
salad, pies, cakes, puddings, fresh fru
The first formal observance of Memorial Day occurred May 30, 1883.
The school chidrengathered flovwers i the moning, and retumed 0 schoo
in the afternoon, where their chers helped arrange the flowers in
et and bouauets. The 6 MR\ DA pesacl s
at Third Street and G n Avenue at 2:00 PM. and marched to the
cemetery north of town. Included in the parade were forty mewbers

of the Pitkin Guards, forty members of the C. irty members
of the J. S. Hough Fire Co., el R
a long line of carriages, Beiey i pedestinn O AT e

were conducted near Sheriff Campbell's grave. A choir furnished music,
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judge G. W. Henry de
pronounced the benedict
al Day parade to

ered an oration, and Reverend Charles Full
A

years.

igton'’s birthday, February 22, 1884, was observed in a suitable
chools were closed and the children participated in a parad
A n guns were fired from an old mortar in

< The Dol Chub concided the fosbtes il
ourthouse. The United States eam won the conest
y, Charles D. Peck was host to a number of leading
ulm.ns for a private obscrvance of Washington's birthday. Mayor J. G
L, J.J. Al blmxl chry Kohler, Lt. Avery Bxgu(cr\, John Maurer, and J. J
oy among those present, Dr. D. . Hoffman read Washington's
Farewell Address with dignity and force, while others offered toasts and’
speeches, and joined in ,M«I,(Lm songs. Mrs. Peck served a lunch to the

elel

apabllc an {ihe

oests at the close of {

th y of Fm| oror Wilhelmf
by e »\lmh wers fired st dawrs. (8
German residents and mine workers held a speu
in Hirt's Hall in the afternoon. Song, revelry,
The Germans may have been inspired to e national gbscrvance by (i
Irish, who had held ration five dm earlier in honor of St
ick. They entertained the residents of L ty and surrounding com-
munity with  parads, and Irish singing and folk qancing 1n (he: Armory.
Lake n.wiuus as a whole jo Fou
celebrations, which wer ns fi
of the firs such celebration, the Sioer World declared:

Lake City's maiden cffort in celebra
“flut e e morning, “ruffle
»\hx\key ‘curves” in the afternoon and “ornamented” eyes
And owing to the fact that a copy of the Declration of Independence
't be found in e Di:
pmnmud to pu.mrc a mulmm of the Beecher-Tilton scan
(0 be used instead of our one/fourth of July blow-out

The report of the celebration was more detailed. Predictions that many
would celebrate the day by getting drunk were borne out; but there werd
other interesting fcts o b reportd. Anvils were fre iricen times, bt
there was no American flag 10 host ashioned from a_ blue
flannel shirt, red drawers, and a whit anvlkcrchmf el v
in the breeze from a staif over the Silvor World By
pyas climaxed with a public dance, the first o e
because up to that time there had been no women in the camp. That ety

owever, there wero a dozed Iadieé, i drcwul and four nmcs e
men, in flannel shirts and hob-nailed boot Tlm men_had decreed
white shirts,”for the reason that if this was required attre they would not

be able o attend,
Silver World repnncd this first dance in a facetious m

ner:

The hall opened at eight. The grand saloon and supper rooms were
brilliantly lighted e e R s ark,

a4

roviding ample opportunity for privacy in stashing pint
nf]’wluskey between unchinked logs. The floor of the hAl was.
jon for dancing, in spite of the discrepancy in the
(hu:knssohheboards, and 116 whigssawed luaber had more twists
and turns in it than the Beccher Thton testimony. The music was
provided by a corp of volunteers, and if the fiddle had had a few more
string it would have been superb. All was equated, howeter, wher
t feast was served. Mrs iseman had supervised
B ot this part of he celobraton. Tho tables, cven
withou the glitr of siver and cut lass, were marvels of tusty
slegance. Tug lurge pytamid cakes were the focal point, one bore
B, i L * the other, “Silver World.”
Dlnungmnunued il erly dawn.

brequent ourlh of July celebrations carried out the more conven-
. e Lorvor ron bigh with cach soconsding cae. By
B i b sponsobing paraces, compotitive gaimes,
races, and community picnics. The 1877 celebration featured a_concert
by the town band in Simmon’s Grove, along with a reading of the Declara-
tion of lndapendente by H. C. Olney, and an address by Addison Danford,

ting, singing, swinging, croquet, and picnic suppers at
BBle Sin Gristobal. Many private citzons. celebrated with. firoworks
displays in the evening. Those presented by Hickman and Hough attracted
the largest crowds. On this date, too, the 1.O.0.F. sponsored a successful
ball in Moore’s Hall as a library benel
. The following year the Fourth of July celebration included the favorite
entertainment spot, the Biederman and Hilgenhaus Beer Garden. “Patriot-
e &

M. Rich ntroduced Judge K. G. Harwell, who read the Dedlration of
B The s < e doy was Homorable 1. ©
“mounted the platform at 3 P.M. and flung the American cagle o the
breeze in appropriate style, brief and to the point.” The only departure
B e weioone anc smkorhul midhio of o svehlght parade
toclose the celebration
Annual Fourth of July celebrations continued with the addition of

compeitive spois, races, arge pracice, and shoning maches,along with
the usual firing of cannons al dawn, band music, parades, patriotic
ireworks. The Silver World reported that
Henry Kolier rmc Gty

1 (hc Fuurlh of
paghre Peak

=
and a Une
bihed in Shonabisoher Morkin,th leading papor of Sutigart,

Ger

rmans
“The Pitkin Guards, in full sniform, featured the July Fourth, 1884,
parade, in which Mayor Will Kellogs's Drum Corp also held a prominent
BBSilon. The speakers for this occasion were M. B. Gerry, Colonel Van Eps,
Elgin Lochrane, C. C. Wattles and B. B. Galvin, who rode in an open
iage in the parade. The J.'S. Hough Fire Company, the members
earing blue flags with the gold letters, J.5.HLF. Co. No. 1, and the hook
Pt e by six bay borses; a float, carrying hirty<ight
ladies dressed in white, each with an individual state flag: and thirty men
and ten ladies from the Ulay mine, on horseback, were also featured as
units of mn was perhaps the most elaborate Fourth of July parade staged
inLake Ci




The ceremony following this parade was equally elaborate. Fl
(USS., Ulay Mine, J.S.HF. Co., and Pitkin Guards) were arranged as a
bA.Lk;,n nd, while'the thirty-cight lad representing the states of thel
ion mmmd 4 semicircle behind s natural fountain whicl
P.M. Mayor J called the asse

e Fuller opened the prograr al m
George Wilson and C. Patz, was playedy
nterspersed with appropriate

Ruvcruml Ch
‘Hail Natal Day,” composed by C
followed by a series of patriotic speeches,
songs

In these holiday celebrations people from al levels of society particid
pated, ncding the miners and thei familes from the surrounding are
It is a credit to this community that national and rel lid:
observed in'a suitable manner, and not allowed to g unobserved. Dunces
ball ocial “ogs " and promenades made up a greater part of the Lake

ial calen hese were very si hat the best mu:
S provided, the hulls were .lpwﬂpr\.\lvl) dcu.mm refre
were served, the guests were alw
clegantly O suck
The bal uluhrllmx the

by local standard

began at .30 B M. and. e wnth sdight whet
served in an adjoining building. According to the Silcer World
The party was @ wonder of cuinary skill. Tho “chef de cuiine’
was P. Maguire./Alter the bodily wants of the party had been
ministered 10, toasts, specches and other lierary exercises were
deivered n rder (.uu\l\. a toast, was rovesed by T. H
mnon; was read by Mrs. H. F. Sickles;
Majo: . Carey Feeneh mpumh-d. and Will Lmhr.«m read a poem.
Dancing continued then 6l dawn’ On the whale, the party pussed
in a manner most gratifying to all participants il
that wil long have & place h the social calondar of Lake O
A second ball and dinner of sinificance was held July 22, 1870, I
was given by the P onor of the
tkin. Two h
o Governor was escorled 0.1
mpanied by Sergeant J. C.
Following the address, the Gusrd was presented
responded with a short address,
occasion for Lake ity and the Pitkin Gua
it of the chief executive of Colorado to the. ummnnnly
in September, 1880, Governor Pitkin rcmmu‘] for a
s re-election c

the Governor, wid
I

ter which dan mn,, |,L peo. 1t was 88

the
About A.,m lates
second visit, this t
n the town's history an i y raisi

ed widespread attention, ic teacher,

Francisco, decided to raise funds by mmm;, her piano
Tickets were sold for $3 each, which entitled
arious articles and admission to a dance whicly
(m\\wg One hundre ets were sold.
hodeawing was held Monday evening.Septe 78.5: ndell
pri he piano. The ce was w\uH ttended, individu
Vickets were available, nd sl reported  good e

schen
wishing to go to
and household fu
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. Pierce's gold watch. A few

LAKE SAN CRISTOBAL, four and a half miles southeast of Lake City.
This is the largest natural lake in Colorado. In the background is Hinsdale
Peak, the scene of the infamous Packer massacre.

On February 1, 1879, friends conducted a benefit raffle for the aged
father of Harry Pierce, who had been killed in a mining explosion. One
hundred and twenty-five dollars was raised in the sale of chances on
ths later, the widow of George Zantz was
ssiied by bl raffe on s items of houschold furniture. Chances
a1 82.50 cach were sold on a parlor stove, a cookstove, sewing machine,
four chairs, a clock, and one lot of household utensils and carpenter’s
tools.

Stores and o us used the raffle i
mglnd szle\pmmnlmn A $125 gold watch
store in September, | i that same month, the J. J. Meyer store
safled buckbourd n» 81, rafics w the rage. On Lhn\lm Ev
of that year, Olney won » 830 Meerschaum pipe, Mrs. Char
Kayser a umv thl watch, and Louis Kafka a $100 th..mmn! ring. The
precedmg month J. L. Stanley won an organ. However, the most coveted
ilom safle that year was e revolver from which was fired the bulet
that killed E. N. C: m\ph('“ m ved sheriff of the This form of
mild gambling and chance ng was highly Alllll\\l\L and generated
I it oo, among the peosle

Billiads offored a popolar form of recreation from the beginning of
setlement, Nost saoons ane recration hally provided faiites for the
game, while stakes of varying value offered inducement. Larry Dolan

a means for advertis-
ed by Isham'sJewelry
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‘r——

fitted his billiard pvlor in elogant style. His place, though small, would
have done credit to a larger < pretentious town. Dolan, a populat
man with .m..an personality, established the ret exclusive vt
parlor in

Srani Avcade announced a match
of December 18, 1875, In Tamsary. o wos
Colonel Haggerty and John Mills. While the men contested op tabjes,
ladics played “Presbyierian billards” (croquet) and amased. homsslved
many pleasant afternoons.

With the natural facilities like Lake
Lake Fork, and numerous small lakes in
sports proved of k
natural lak lorado, was a constant r
recreation. In September, 1576, it ¢ plased
passenger ff on the lake. Thé boat was made avallable 1 1 pobil
and enjoyed a fine ;mh(ma;,u The following June, Jones and Trenil}
Company announced the av labilty of thre boats as well as a pia
area, complete with arbor, seats, and tables

By June, 1879, a restaurant nm.m at the foot of the lake, and
additional boats were suppl r-horse team transported visitors
the four miles from Lake City to Lake San Cristobal. Fifty. cants wag
charged for the trip.

ter sporls included skating, seighing. and cousting. The cold
clear nights were perfect for these sports, which were popular with both
young and i, A Smel pond 41 e Joer ent of fom was turmed iniai
ice skating rink during the winter of 1875, The long hill to Crookeville
from Lake City proper furnished an ideal sleigh run. Private \]('v)ﬂh were
nerous, and large sleighs drawn by four I\nnu\\(-u wailable. Conse-
ntly, sleighing parties were much in evidence, winter the young
people made an o sladrun from 150 faet 10,300 foat up the siope of
Chrystal Peak and through one of the town streets. It provided a thrilling
sled ride. Indeed!

During warmer seasons hikes into the mountains and raspberry
picking_parties were both ,m,m.hu and_pleasurable. “In the high
mountains,” according to L. R Smoot, “near Sherman and Carson, when:
ever timber had been burned, the finest red raspberry bushes could be

ne of billiards for the night
nd match was staged between

Cristobal, Henson Creel
. fishing and outdoor:
G nsmlm the larget
m(n of its potential use. (m

the
n interest to most residents

found. People from the canyon. and sy frour Labe took their
sugar and jars and set out for a berry patch in August. They camped several
s at a time.
The young people and adults frequently Jiked to the summit of one
of the nearby p he most pretentious, of course, was the ascent 4
Uncompaghre Peak, 14,306 Toet, one of the highest b the Rocky Mo
St e 10 Ui 10p of this mountain were made in almost every

summer season, beginning in 1577. The trip was worth the effort, apparent:
r as one venturer said, “ ;uutul\ to the visitor sights unrivaled in
beauty and grandeur the world ove

Of the group trips to the sumnit of lnwmp.g)m th
probably the twenty-one member party from Luke C al G
brated July Fourh, 1881, by ‘Innluug 10 the top. The
u]m was to place a r\w(n.m flag on the I cummit as a Fourth
of July celebration, A storm developed and as gne of fhe pects amerommel
to lower the flag, lightning struck the pole km)( ing him to the ground. He

gest was
nd

Saffred severe shock and pain; but the flag flew from the highest summit
in the San Juan
Miners in the Engincer Mountain area took rereat
w-shoeing on American Flats, then, using the sh !
z{e;r:lneanndcd the slopes. They could ski from Frank Hough mine o Rosc's
Cabin, a distance of three miles, in fifteen minutes. On an easy downgrade
ade a mile o minule
B Toe o was a favorite sport of many, and as early as March,
1876, shooting matches were held. A $10 fee was charged and the person
with the best average received the purse. Occasionally the stakes varied
from the cash purse, as reported by the Silver World: .
ix cra s of Lake City went out this afternoon to try their skill
ey »fmm  Somtof tho hest Jamaiea. A full sheet of
eprint” was borrowed from the Silcer World offce and psted
e Side of the mountain. Ther iring began. Later it was
o '( o brought the stakes with him under his belt
The target shooting, needless to say, was wild

took recreation in the winter
owshoes as skis,

eptember,

Roller skating was added to recreational sports by
1884, when a skating rink was opencd in the Opera House, Interc
inreased daily, and old and you at and small, patronized the rink
It was reported that the art of staying on one’s feet was not easi le mnu.l

vre, for exam| vlL shot \Imnud| the front door the first night the
Hokwas oy, while aayor . C. Bell fell constanty, and Tke Schiffer
recor l mmlxu nI falls.
e ‘he “lxlrn:um of the rink rented ska n\m for tw nl-n\) il\lt‘(wh {ur
duls nd liean cente for children: Lodics wore admilied free, also
children, if accompanied by adults. By the end of Onu;h(-r admiss
arges were dropped, but skate rentals were raiso forty cents.
fnstructor was avaslablc and many skaters became so proficient that skating
races inaugurated. This proved most entertaining, especially when
speed and stake races were added. The poj ty of this sport increased
Bkt wintor month, The rik ot ued in operation, with short
mlerruptmm until the early spring of 18
mining communitics, burros were
ere uscd in the mincs, as well as for tra
enjoyed rding burros. Partcsof burto
Fleece mine for dinner a tour 1”'\:‘". mine \wrk\
rintendent, prosented cach child with  spe
of the tour. Mrs. Heath recalled a favorite pastime of the younger people
B iavice around Crooke's mu and walching the smellr in operation
They would w nldv vlw slag bei nd umcd to the dump in carts.
hrl o sec the bars of gold and silver stacked ready for

ways in evidence, since they
ort In Lake (m,

cipation in competitive sports accouted for the use of much
Jeisure time, and fostered good feeling of sportsmanship. L R
o0t wrote ;
ete in those early days
A Fourth of July celebration was not complete in those carly
pout a drilling contest. Any miner who cared to compete brought
and tis drlls nto town and in the, main square was

ftho h
e up a bug rock, usually granite, for the harder the rock, the better.
There was & time limit for drilling, there were judges, and a crowd
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of spectators. By muscles worked hard and fast for the cash; sweat
jolled down the leathery faces and broad chests heaved under
loosene ronts. A lml  July sun beat down, the time was up, the
winner was congratulate

The great American game, baseball, was a popular sport in Lake
y as. g.nrly as April, 1876. At that time the Bonanza Baseball Club was
s Wil sk Ciifes president. Ground was selccted and laid out

clubs in ¢ m area provided incentive and wholesom
until 1891 when the club disbanded. The ad
10 Lake Ciy in the sarmer of 1975- Ewey foos provided handsome purses,
and betting made the sport exciting, as well as rewarding to the winners.

xing was a popular sport. Typical of the carly matches was the
one between miners Allen and Goss. The fight lasted for one hour and
fifty-two minutes. Due to a foul, Goss won the decision as well as the worst
punishment, for he was badly beaten and bruised. An unusual fight of
the period was rcordod in lhe Siloer World A landlord in Crookeille
ordered one of his e his property. The tenant agreed
move if the landlord (Meuu-d hun Eeed pog The landiord i
the challenge. Scconds and a referee were r twenty-five
s el fouteen seoul e Tanloes s e
move

urious sport caught the fancy of some Lake Cityans in the winter
of 1885, when, walking matches were held o the a1 scbool hoern on
(.llnnlsnn Avenue. W. W. Ferguson, champion of Colorado, and Ben
staged one such event. Ferguson gave Spraddling
ch he asconfident he could casily overcome. He
led and lost the cord of wood, value
Football, baseball, and tennis umlmu e i
both participants and spectatrs o the dlose of il ‘Atcording 10
G1 . betting ran high on match games. One baseball game, he
A e e winning team, and it was speculated
that $50,000 was bet on the game.
r a frontier town, Lake City was exceptionally fortunate 1o be on
of many travding cotertainments. Home talent shows, mosily
concerts, provided the theatricl fare until uaple uarters
were buit “lo attract troupes of professonal players. In 1 rofessor
E. ‘aylor, the then famous magician, made a four-day \(,md in Lake
Gity. Full houses greeted each performance of new and old magi tricks
So successful was his appearance that he was engag a return per.
lnnn.mrc a mnmh later. On February 8, 1882, Pr ofcssor lvhrl\.l. a deaf
tte, arrived to give a pantomime performance in the Court House for
a L.m S
inging contests, in which miners also participated. offered a form
of entertainment. One such contest was sponsores
Saloon on September udie:
elinE o tosi Ulay Mine,
in Ihc now,” and “Love /\mnng the Roses.
Meerschaum pipe. Secor
to _]I(rhn Bryant who sang, \\

sports for

He received first prize; a
Meerschaum cigar holder, was awarded
Squall,” and a comic song, “Ben Johnson's

n the fall of 1883, Lake Gity's new Opera House offcially opened.
The dtdk.ilnry program featured a performance of Shakespeare’s
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" by a local cast. The quality of performance was not reported
"‘"‘%&?ﬂﬁiq.me stage facilities now available, travelling companies

led Lake City in their itinerary. Lynn.” “A Serious Family,
e Fanchon: the cricket” were prosented by the Flix A. and Eva Vincont
Company besinning September 10, 1591. The Stultz New York Theatre
y and the Hewitt Musetts were booked in March and December,

vely. The Dramtic Company presen

&zﬁ:';‘el;oe:' e W o ring the ummet of 1899, while i
Company appeard e e g arwd ia. Fobrtasy, 185,
Chicago Concrt Company came in Apel 1594 i
Md‘heshm ws, impersonators, hobo musicians, and a variety of local
et rounded out the thesrica performances during the carly time.
ciative and very generous in their applause. Per-
i well repaid for including this comparatively fontated town in
their itinerari
Lecture:

es were also a part of the public entertaintent fare. For the

most part, They were brough o Lake City under sponsorhip of the

\perance societies o political purposes. In 1878, Susan B. Anthony

Todi it sown.on horschack. and invited the people to gather in front of

e (0 boxr o talk on Woman's Suffage. The response

s auficiently encourag rant a retun tip the following year
{ocky Mountain Newos reported hor second appear

iss Anthony was hore Lt Thorsday and Friday evenings (Sep
e 30 and 21). The firs cvening she addressed the largest audionce
that ever ass(. the San Juan ry. The Court Huu)c would
not hold half E eoriiim e B et il 10 s
in favor of the movement, and 1 wmld
sdale County should give a majority

i
&
=g
g
®

not be much surprised if H
in favor of Woman's Suffrage.
On January 31, 1878, Will
leeturerecital of Shakespeare’s “Henry
ﬁ)ﬂy parts. Harbottle, of ork, was a tor in Lake City
et there 1 o resorded commentary 25 1o the qualty of the show
Apparently those who came to the new land seeking gold and silver
brought with them a desire for grease paint and stage lights as well, for
B 5. 7576, = rematis assoction was organised Amon the
bers were many who had had previous stage experience in school
and commaunity, or in professional theatres. The first performance of this
group was a reported success
ramatic ('mu\.unm |\ ‘Wednesday L‘\Lmng. l'cbnl'lry 2, at
m;’ S Hall wded house. The drama, “Among the
eaters” was pru.uu« &.mu s, and darkey delineations
B ven o o he play: Expenses incurred in preparation
O stago and settings were covered by receipts.
association, Februs
uary, 1877,

» Penn Hasbotle presented a dramatic
ich b portrayed all

rk,

The second entertainment of the dram

rated supennr to the |1rm\.dln)z one. By Feb

second dramatic organization, The slmkunw
original dramatic associ iation had ged its name to the

Like 11" Club and anmounced an ambitious season. Twenty members would
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Ten Nights in a B: arroem.” "Our American Cousin
" “Divorce,” “Two Orph A Kiss in the Dark,”
East Lynne, pe s s ot

presentation of n“ Foodics * & domestic drama In (o, asta, the

of 86" a take-off on women’s rights. Both were well received. The

tation of “East Lynne” in Kelly's Hall, March 27, 187

signs, which indi

amatic org;

Gipin VY

ab.
most uncanny § AVID THE BUSTLING town and

he success of the “As You Like It* Cl
nizations flourished and waned with

g activities, the homes remained

rogularity during the ensuing yom: Always, however, there scemed to be ML e center for an enduring community. Settlers from the ¢ nd
cleus of interested people to vitalize a group of thespians «-ml present. eastern states brought with Rl dasrost codetol e s

a benefit vuwrm ance, or enliv dull season with a home-talent play, respectability. This included a doctrine of feminine behavior that eschewed
R ‘“‘"”"““““ music commanded attenton i the e financial independence and found a lady’s proper place to be in the home.

of run.ult a n.ul In 1877, it \\a\mumumv(lUMK| ke City A girl’s prime duty was to find a responsible husband and oversee a home.
had two pianos, one ownex Ir J. W. Brockett, and the other by George Waitresses, shop-girls and dressmakers frequently found it necessary “ﬁ
er. Thwh'm was I ring, wmmml in Denver for 3600 and explain their independence. Widows circumvented the necessity of sucl

T Catitrs] Salotes Yet, the paucity of musical instruments
was soon mmpun\.uu[ or when'a group of musicians organized a smal
Am ed a

Vetbal explanations by wearing veils, known as “widow’s weeds
Jear. However, they usually remarried after the conventional period k;\duh
Girls who arrved in Lake City desirng to ful N sl end
nored vocation for women,” found little difficulty in acquiring a
The next year the Rocky Mountain 8 s, {oeat Scarcity accentuated demand & the dominanily
Club! was formed, the nm of its kind in (u]«muln in 1883, an male populace and insured respect for girls who wanted a 47
ar orchestra, consisting of two flutes, one flagolet, two first violins, Only two feminine occupations were regarded as
one second violin, one tenor trombone, two comets, one violin cello and i
one contra bass, was orga ES in Lake Gity. It wos built
The carly setlers of Lake City combined talent, friendliness, com TYPICAL OF LATER OUTSTANDING HOMES in Lake C it bt
munity spirit and native surroundings with a desire N iraseroad and presently olonactbulioy Scol O Kehome
in  wholesome manner and evolved a program of varied Q- Fiiicdols Peak s peen fn'the bud S iposneril i E1ARE
field of recreation and public entertainment. The rough and | bawdy typo JE surrounded by tall cottonwood trees plante L
S reation, which i commonly associated with
famps, was present, but it was segregated, for the most part
known as “Hell's Acre.” On the other hand, sufficient activ
acceptable nature were promoted and developed by mutual interest an
cooperation. This compensated for the comparative isolation of the com:
munity, and no doubt, contributed to the formation of a permanent
type of social patiern which endared through the town's formaiien years

band in 1879. The group chose the nan ateurs” and boast
conductor, two flutes, two \mhm .md two zithers. A

W L




AN EARLY DAY PRIVATE HOME on Silver Street. The l

on Silver Street. The lawn and.
tall trees are well preserved and most attractive. The home is presently
owned by Harold Stewart of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

Pioneer school teachers were above re
s ere above roproach, though they were expected
1o become housewives within a short time. Most did. Telephone ope
were respected, possibly because local gossips could casily asct o
g, gossips could easily ascertain their
¢ goesident girls found local bachelors anxious to provide a wide range
;I.m:r,':‘(‘.l\u:n’ de and win a bride. During the winter,
informal skating and sledding parties were common. Summer permitied
exes to mingle at picnics, canoeing parties, and similar outings
rby hills. Stnal partes of young people even made il
0p of the oot elevation of Uncompahgre Peak, from which th
could view the mvﬂv .mJu.m Range while having  piti I el
for picnics and a commanding view o
e S popular among the young p
men maintained an ample supply of horses, and Concord or s bigall
r those who did not own them. Other outings included. berry-picking
partes, fishing excursions and boating ventures on Lake San Crstobal
The latter proved very popular during the summer, unless an afternoon
ain surprised the mountain sailors. For the young, life in the high cot
was not all fun; yet, interesting diversions enlivened town i cven fon
them.

fe even for

Establshed housewives and thir husbands also sponsored informal
n !0 encourage traditomal patters of courtship an
o (d“[;&l‘mlhmu\ such events ev ed & bomo-cooked supper

parties

While traditional patterns of courtshi ccreated
courtship were recreated, insofar
Eeridsiotid per engagements during the early years were of shorter
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 duration than in East.

often found ¢hcmid\ s replaced by

numerous offers of marriage were frequently
led community. For those who accepted offers of
eeddings wore the rle, often, the ceremony took pl

R o tavelling or o inister officating, A few friends

. Beaux who hesitated with proposals of marriage

more anxious suitors. Girls who refused

open to suspicion by the

marriage, small

bride's home,
join

e familiesfor the ceremony. and wellwishers gathered in a local hotel

or restaurant for a post-ceremony receptio
shands, gonerally, made every efort to make their new homes
comforable fo their wives. Rental property was scarce, so most found
it advantageous to build hom ned “perfumed parlrs;” yet
mew homes had the farmishings that w d the Colorado frontier.
Shipments from St. Louis, Denver, and Pucblo arrived almost daily, an
w homes were by no means crudely fumished
Mostofthe pioncer wives well into their role of homemakers
and housekeepers. Homes neat and orderly, and a housewife who
was especially partcular about dosting, recatved the “spocial commondar
tion” of her associates. e the time of electric refrigerators, carpet
and the life of a frontier
There was always to sweep, a stove or
ieplace to be cleanca, or water 1o be drawn 1 foon. the el Yet, fow
complained; and most adapted well 1o frontir reaitcs They also found
aritable work outside the home and to stimulate
ivic organizatior
e for the carly Lake City housewife was not without pleasures
and dlvcrswm Parties at home were frequent. Anniversaries occasioned
s home celebrations. Fifty couples crowded a modest Lake City
"on one occasion in 1876 to celebrate the tenth wedding anniversary
of the popular local druggist and bis wife. The local magistate performed
a second wedding ceremony for the couple; and several congratulatory
hes were made by guests. To dimas the celebraton the | bmlund was
awarded a tin watch, crown and chain. His wi in fan. Then
{he dancing bogan and lasted until dawn. The drug ool e
the nextday: but “a good timo was had by al.” reported the local paper
The fifth wed miversary of a local furniture dealer attracted
gty colcbrants to a similr party. It featured dancing to the mus
three local m These celebrations were not limited to any parti
iésson o the year, but gave und recognition to the institution
which formed the comerstone of home life on the mining frontier
Birthdays provided o perennial opportunity for gatherings of respect
able pioners. Henry Finley, one of the Lake City town trustees, and
el st and Lo deslerasked tweaty-five eouplss 0 a party
celebrating his son's first birthday. The group heard the usual congratul
tory spe e a late supper, and danced until dawn. Needless to say
the guest of honor presumably retired before the party's conclusion. Even
Ceorgr. Washington’s birthday anniversary vided an excuse for at leas
Lake Gity. It included ~|mm| s, toasts, and a reading of
R tingyons Farewe 2. Hoffman. Agaia, the loea
paper noted that all preser
i i of o Sioer. Wonld dodbiles was becoming eary of
t even included trout breakfasts. Thus, readers

gas hcallmz for mokm

robably excused their editor, i 548 1o Jeuilary, 1876,

" that,
“Private parties are very numerous, there being one nearly every night
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at someane’ home.”
> frequency of home parties placed a premium on
in devising new [nlnb of diversion for ;_uc\l‘ :2
sponded to the challenge. They pla d progressive dinners, 1)(;,mnm
with soup in one home, and then guests moving through successive u)lllv:i
..jn other bomes. Fancy dress and costume partes also brought v ey o
the local socil lf. n summer month, croquet game clivened
ile in winter, games of Whist, Euchre, game
“FrighThve” entertained horse partiipants. | - e i
w )v‘lllv lh; men worked at their various tasks and trades, the house:
wives, old and new, participated in church, school and |m» a
ted greatly o the et ) ty ﬁ,.i.ul..m.f;
epers, party-planners, school patrons, and wives ther life w
it sy, Yot most rmained loal 1 theie dute, omes, and |.u\>imdf
All worked together to develop and improve the frontier co
they had joined. While public recreations were
the home became the true focal point for endus

impeoy IXallhﬂ

A TYPICAL EARLY LAKE CITY HOME

A TYPICAL EA on Gunnison Avenue. It is lan
scaped with the beautful cottonwood trees, native to this city The home
s well preserved and still maintains its attractive appearance. -

Captr

Conie Cluty and Detis

LODGES, FRATEI H\,’\I ORDERS, civic organizations and private clubs
flourished in the early. City’s history. They were responsible
for social aifairs restrcted to members, and contributed, as well, to the
tional pattern of the community
members of the Masonic n.dw proposed the
establishment of a lodge in Lake City. Twenty masons, who felt themselves
iy pernanen: residents to_affiliate with a local order, met on
of that yea. To provide a suitable meeting place, these men
orose the Lake iy Masonc Building Associaton, with a capial st
of !2500 M\d ﬁ)rmuLde plans for the eventual construction of
y meetings of the masonic group were held
Hall. B‘, Lunmr\ 1878, Grand Master Hart had inspected the town and
approved it as a lodge location. The group now numbered seventy-five
but no one was compete er deg erefore, J
of Del Norte, was secured In U\t 1m(ruc to the officers elect of A.
and AM. groups. By February, 1878, sufficient progress had been made m
pernitIoclly conducted meetings. The name chosen was, ‘Crystl
Lodge No. 34.” The first meeting nmkr dispensation was held G
1878, and the charter was officially granted by the state ey
following October
permanent Masor

ears of Lal

Hall was completed and furnished in February,

1679, The Masonic ldics, eligible for an Eastern Star chapter, began mee
ing n the homes. On January 9, 1898,  charter was granted to Lake City
Clapter No, 36, Exster Star. In cooperation wih the m«ul Lodge,

the Eastern Star chapter assumed responsibility for many social i
e oerammaniy. and rranged numerous partes for members of
both orders

ho Silver Star Lodge

0. 27, LO.O.F. was the first fraternal order
e a charter. l\llhnugh it held its organization meeting
after the Masonic arder, its granted, ounhc 1 1876. Articles

o for this lodge were filed with t retary of State.
July 19, Weekly meetings were held in Brndul\ Hall. The first
New B  t Ol e obsarved T spe . The Rocky Mountain
Neuws reported

rter w

Lake City the metropols ofa Jarge and rich portion of the San Juan
Country, observed ner that does credit to
i presebafrontier civiization,  product that .Ay)y)c.;n in kid gloves,
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s kept Opm oo but veines sud il catil
Tiquors were carefully cxcluded, as Lake City Toels the iofomiced
a Tlourishing temperance league. The 0dd Fellows held a pa rade
and public installaton in the afiernoon, at which the address was
delivered by Hon. M. 5. Taylo. wall encvn i ror e, Colorad as
a alented i  cloquent attoraéy: The addvess s published in full
by the local press and is in all respect il
has received at the hands of ihe sl means an easy one
to please. The observance closed mm & trand ball n the evening in
which over 100 couples took part
e Siver World describe the first.0.0.F. Bal as follows:
The (h»pl.‘) of elegant toilettes exceeded any previous occasion in
Lake City. The ladies were elegantly dressed, a large portion in
formal atire, and many men weve s st Kid goves Wheclery
Quadrile Band played  for dancing, which lasted u
supper, prepared by the ladics of the Order. was sarees at nm]mgh«

Another important early day function of the Silver Star Lodge was
the laving of the comerstone for the Court House. The ceremony was held
on April 11, 1877. General Sickles was in charge. Enclosed in the corner-
oo i Constitution snel By Luws o8 LO.OF., five slver coins,
an Odd Fellow’s medal, and a copy of the April 7, 1877, edition of the Silver
“\url(l  General A Dnn[ord delivered the nnmlpa] address
'mbers of the LO.O.F. in Lake City assumed the responsibility

for pl‘rpm al care of the cemetery. Other organizations were invited to
joi in this project, and annual Memorial Day services were included under
the sponsorship of s g

N. Rogers, Grand Master, and 1. M. Norman, Grand Secretary of
Loh»mdn installed the auiliary unit of the 1.0.O.F., the Rebekah Lodge,
Spetember members received degrees on that date,
Meetings pmucdcd regularly and usually were followed with whist
partis.or other forms of socal enert

e following account of a fratern
by the Sioer s

I order social event was reported

Members of 0.0.H. (Order of Humility) have been wearing black
badges with “0.0.H." on them; but they wil e Tuesday.

Ap here will be a stret parade, with members in foll unitory
and a brass band. A public dance will follow

The street parade proved quite sensatior
members, bearing torches

even grotesque. Masked
nd wearing fantastic constumes, marched in the
parade. The brass band was somewhat inharmonious, because the members
- Eighty couples and many extra men enjoyed

the dance which followed in Graffs Ha n

The following December, on Chri held an
elaborate masquerade ball at ranklin, Fai: Momber S order
peared in the costume of the organization: long bagey red pants; Mack
frockline night shirts, ga hered at «h waist with a red sash; and bla

oolen visors. The assemblage wa elect, Only 100 were. vied.
AT G s otk and unmasking occurred at midnight. Mas
auerade balls seemed to be a favorite form of enteraimmens for (o
organization as several were given yearly. To prevent uninvited guests
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from entering the hall, masks were raised before a committee assigner
wdoﬂl“l :"ml:r Union soldiers met Monday, March 19, 1883, to OYlJIIIILl'
a chaper of the Grand Ay of the Republic Sinieen men signed the
appiation. and the charter was approved on My 19 of that yes
haptroll o henames of fory members. The princplesof GAT.
were charity, loyalty while s purpose was 0 aid velcrans
B the Civl War and. their widows, Meetings of the G., b !
regularly with \|Juv..\] observance of holidays, such as the cele mlml; o
e captur of F. Donelson. This was obsrved with an indoor campfire,
and ardtack, bacon, beans and coffe as the bil of fae. After the meal,
a program of patriotic qluuhu m] songs was |)ruullu(l‘1 Four ur!;‘t e
persons attended this observ A thirty-five cent ac H’t““"‘ i
was made, and the prm\-ul\ used for relief of needy soldiers’ familes
Tho Good Tempiar Lodae 3 (emperanee organization was stab
Jished in Lake City on June 1, 1853, with forty charter members. It wa
1 len Rule Lu(hz!' ” The activities included the S|ym~nrr
o lecture,an the presetation of play, such 1o
Nights in o Barroom,” and ams of temperance signifi
s Gond Tomplars often allied with the 10.O.F. in civic projects in
City
ke S Ancient Orler of Unied Workmen (AOUW) had s vry acive
unit in Lake . beginning in 1894. First I(Ll“’\ g 'h eld in L
FO.0. Hall bt i Jame 4, 1595, tis order pure (19\5“'?..3 Hal
and remodelled it for lodge purposes, The auxiliary to AQUW Ladies of
the Degree of Honor, organized and |»umr active in lodge and ci
us.

In the late 1890’s a chapter of The Improved Or(!(‘;()!\]ﬁt\l’:‘s\h.;\t::;
ished. The social events of this organization were highlights o
e ’nl‘:‘?l(‘:\\.q()ptmn'd " Indian dress, and the ladies also wore Indian

ostumes.
The Lake Gity Phonograph expressed {
lodges in Lake City in this manne

There is probably no town of is size i the state that can boast of

ecrel ies as Lal
many strong lodges of the prominent and secret societ;
Gty e ernne. Workimon and O4d Fellows all have o large =

e scope and influence of

onor, and Rebekab, respcctive u
b B A SeR1tEtitls  machees ol st m’(l;-r The
Tndependent Order of Red Men also has a large tribe here and expec
to open their wigwam soon to the Pocahontas degree

connection with

wo organized units have been menti
parad-fs (: iz Th(‘ PIlL\“ Guards and l|‘m( S. (”“u’ih‘, "
y c ive during the years o
Company No. 1. These group mative years of
itkin Guards was Company C, First |hg1an
Bl i atona o ('frd mustered into servicoon March 1,
ht munhun Arms and ammu n were fu rmshlult.
d they were subject to call for protection o the area from possible
3’[‘7n~mz\ or attacks from Q]m Utes. The Armor III\ was |0Lalul in llllc ‘Hl)llgl
uiding, Regular drill was held and a bugle blast was blov
e 14, 1879, the Lake City Guards met fnr a g = al re-
organization. Captain George J. Richards, chairman, and Morgan Draper,
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THE JOHN S. HOUGH hose and ladder truck with the local Armory in
the background. This building is still used as a community center for
meetings, recreation, bingo games, dances and special celebrations.

ary. took charge of the meeting. A letter from General Frank Hall
ara thacs ofstat support and a supply of uniforms,
hirty-nine men signed

o Resuiar dn“

sessions and target practice schodile tituted. Parades throu

town were not uncommon, and social affairs were eagerly

the ladies as well as the Guards, In November, 1680,
? Pitkin , Commander i Chict

the annual \h-v was held u

ipa ley
‘With orders frouf
Shief of the Colorado Natioal Cuard,
der a new t, Company A of the
before Christmas, 1881, the pmmhul uniforms werd
received by Major Richards. The i ot f a dark blue, frocke
style coat, with buttons bearing the Colorado m.l of Arms, lighter blue
trousers with a dark blue stripe and a black
o 1882 the Pikin Guards went to Diretl particip the
e o e Chester A. Arthur, who Auulnrlul n,« Minio
Expositon; A brass bant had bee sdded 1o unit, soveral new recruits
added to the rolls, and some of the officers received promotions. Al
this year, the Governor and his wife and daughter visited Lake City. Thes
presence was the inspiration for a large party in their honor. The Guards
were present to escort the Governor.
The Twelith Anniversary Ball of the Pikin Guards, given May 14,
1891, was of special significance. The Guards now claimed the distinction
u!h('mgﬂvco]dml\wl\munu\nnll)lr\ organizaton in Colorado. The anni-
y party made special note of this distinc ring the spring and
winter of 1865, the Pitkin oro less ative i vl arobe
o the regret of cit However, when trouble arose with
Spain in 1898, the was ready and shortly men left for Denver.
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held as a “going away” party. Patriotic speeches were

E el R A A the bour of doparture

ing October, a ber Ao

m(‘?—ﬂ.":f";“f::f\lﬂ'ﬁ; i dy Proceeds from the e ball were

ompany A gave a “Welcome Home'

e  con A st roturned fromn the
g,

boys in Manila
smoker in nm.).u 1899, for four me
ypines. Toasts, music, cards. and alk fill

gue

d Lake City
rd of fire pl s all isolated communities, X

as I::h:x':::;:xrnn T l: rustees of the town began ~lnl“.lmf1 I\‘q:‘llll:'\'u,

Bioblem in Apri, 1877, when it was proposed that a system of ditches be

md:wsed to utilize water from Henson C rrTL I){ ire- qulm), pu) -

r volunteer firemen, and on August

bk st oo, with hook and  ladder J.,.,A.n:m‘ :\‘.?
cmsted for S5 Gty Fire Company was organied al onc
i ""m‘:"»:iy'::f e cuffe  ireman's helmet and a black :m

The Presbyterian Church bell was to be used to sound ‘ﬂ\x: l:\)\ :;:il &

10 the chosch were loft in strategic places to permit acc

runs, but had no actual
e Company made regular practice runs, but bad no actud
uxper‘lrckl‘\cv until the night of October 18, 1877, when the Bon Ton Saloon

THE HOSE AND TANK TRUCK of the John S. Hough Volunteer Fire
Company. It was purchased in 1882.




caught flrc The blaze was discovered late for the
el R e e e feher e i
K;V\.md 85 ;Kl) to the wooden structures in the \mml\ of the \ulmm‘.‘
A (»\( t of this fire, the merchants and real estate men organized
A ive A »\ou.nmn and de arrangements for a nightly patrol to
curb future fires dist he Fire Company continued
pmnll((‘ runs and an the umvml equipment in good condition. Its uﬂm‘\&
ested to the limit, however, when on November 879,
nilmu) fire swept the business district, causing $50,000 day
tion of the town was r]('\lm\(‘d in this fire. Si

uding the Centennial

and Jack MWl o D o
: ocery, and Jack McWilliams' Saloon were complotely de.
w{my;(l. On Third Street, Reec Saloon, Latimer (mrcrr Ishams’
Jowely, Kinglrs'Git MarshallOffice, Johnsons' Barber Shop, St sl
ascom Grocery, and Walton's Blacksmith Shop were all burned. Furnish
ings and e ;\;n(h':e in some buildings were removed by the owners, but
were damaged by the snow and slush. The immediate plan cbuil
this time with brick and not wood! e R
The danger of fire was now noticeably acute. B
a 10tic ly acute. But it was not il
March 6, 1852, that the John S. Hough Fire Company was organized. John
lough, benefactor, for whom the company was named, had be
member of the C Inr.ll‘ln Constitutional Conv
te for (.mu’m)r on the D nocratic ticket in 1880.
:Y ]..« e City he u\n\lmukd what was known as lhu Hough Block. He was
h rginal owner of the Palmetlo group of mincs, rom whih he aesuved
Hiswealth, The Frank I Hough Mine was mamed orhis nly s a7
The H ug| ) had twenty-three members and its equip-
ment included; three mm- pum;n rm feet of hose, a hook and ladder
truck, and six portable Babeock extinguishers, Three. wells were located
u{«m,{m ,;J[Jm The lm\npmudul m()“ of the equipment and Hough
pplementod it. Among his gifts was a 900 pound bell and a hose reel
lough Fire Company |1\'A.«mc lml only a pmlctlnl- J;;L'mw against
order as v
we

ion in 1

fire hm it was a soci

highlights of the social season f
ason for years. IhL o licipated in
:‘l\ll|14lr.«(u\Avnll;‘1ll uniform and cooperated with n(hu‘ or;,.lllv:ll‘llv::j :ll
3 I\m‘:ﬁ,’ e Hough Fire Company No. 1 was incorporated in Lake

Between 1877 and 1890
¢ private dancing clubs thrived. Amony
those organized were: The Siver Str, the Lotus, Out Vive, Silver e
|;) ~:’;‘I(LC; ":L: I"fmdilh.h( Tub. The last m(‘nlmnul restricted its membership
Lk },ml(]"l bers of the male sex and maintained club rooms in the Opera
By 1890, the interest had swung to card clubs and litera

The leading men's club known as the Lake Gy G
ovember 2, 501, i nainained cub  uarters in the Armory Buiding
Facilities for cards, billards, reading, and general entertainment were
provided formembers and ucsts. The lubremained open daily rom 3100
‘.’: 12:00 PM. Mrs. H th recalled that munl)ohhlp was very selective,
and young ted o the lub only on Ladies Night, and then
” A o )mp.m\ u( a munh(‘r an invitation constituted a part of
he social rou g-out’ ,y..mm The Lake City Club is reported
o T el oropetty in 1898 A
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Debating claimed the attention of many in the early 1880's.
Debating Soccty was organized on March 3, 1884, and a sericsof regulaly
scheduled dobates on current topics ollowed. Such subje solved
tiat probbiion v the best way to remove the cvi of
“Resolved, that laboy saving machinery has been a Tenefit to the laboring
B i s that a avyers, Jusibd in detending & chent he
knows to be guilty,” were argued and judged

The Lake City Literary Club was organized on March 30, 1898. The
membership was exclusively male. The program at the initial meeting con-
gitod of Mark Twain e d a debate, “Resolved, that the United
States should compel Spain to grant independence to Cuba.” In December,
1898, a Saturday Reading Club was organized for the ladies of Lake City
The first program included a study of Longfellow’s “Evangeline.” Later
planned programs included discussions of topics of scientific and literary
interest.

Among the shubs organized for young people was the Archery Club,
n 883,

med o the chery Club, organized in
1583 Ihe Chiysee Club for )(l\m;, girls twelve to sixteen was starte
4. It received its name from Chryseis in Homer’s “Iliad,” the beautiful

B Cicyses, prcst of Apoll. The girls devoted theis time to
ncedlcwm and learning social gr:
e advent u[ \hc bn)dl‘ |)rough| about ﬂw formation of the Lake
Gity Whe Club. 1 mbers regularly toured to nearby points of
were botd mud on Octeber 30, 1805, sc members of the
ated in the Montrose-Denver relay bicycle ri
Gdhton 1o the entertainment generated by social clubs and or-
ganizatons, individuals held many social events throughout the years
The people who setled Lake Gity, and became its permanent cizen
rought with them a social pattern of gracious hospitality and refi
which they continued to follow in their new summnduw, Small .hmm
parties, followed by cards, were the most popular. Whist was the fa
card game. Mrs. Emma Liska related that often as many as twelve or hltcm
guests would be entertained at a formal dinner in the home, or in a priva
dining room i one of the hotels, On such occasions much attenton was
paid to the table appointments. Fine crystal ilver were used,
RNl - .. eioted place cards, M. Raiph Horton T e
in the home were always followed with planned entertainment, such as
musicales or ca
Calling days were observed, according to Mrs. Liska. The ladies had
elborate cad cases o carry with them. Trays of cards near the door, o in
the parlor, measared the popularity of the hostess. Sometimes one woul
fopea prospetiv hostessmight nol be in, then one could leave a card and
ther soci ion. By careful planning, it was
as cighteen calls in a single afternoor
calendar was crowded with private parties,
er months. Birthdays and aniversaris offere
splendid reasons for planned fe: wedding
anniversaries were most popular. Always .«ppmpr\am gits wore presented
and decorations ca the motif of the occasion. In some instances, a
umorous mock wedding ceremony was performed
Summer called or pienic plans and famly ikes into he mounaing
Wil the men ishe, the women and children collected crystals and rock
specimens. Often lh\. evenings were spent in croquet matches. Mrs. Annie

63




Doran remembered that women prepared for days for these family picnics,

The trips were made in wagons and often several fami

ies would join for

an overnight trip into the mountains. Aforite event for the young people

was the annual midsummer party at Baker's ranch fi

ve miles north of

town. Guests traveled by train 1o the sanch. Too arrived early in the

morning and spent the entire d

 Playing games and
turned merry-go-round. The B;

served a delicious

ndmx on & horse;
oon and

no
hmnun.«dc ice cream was Prepared in ive allon quantites for the afies

ooon refres

S e o young people by sa

In one sense of the word,
The yous

partioe o socal o

ke City i
cem (0 enjoy themselves 1o (ha

ity Times summed w ﬂm situation regarding entertain-

s the young people’s paradise

ull extent, with

and the parents and older ones seem to

ngs,
take pride in helping the young people 1 hear occre

In ruru\pul one must consider the isolated location of Lake ty,
lessness which always confronts a mi ining community lhe
diversity of it people, the snteens ecmr weather, and the lack o

the frontie:

customed conveniences and comforts, before eva

the recreational

ing
and social history unhu tly years. This considered, it would, saem that

this particular comm must_have followed »mmx
recognized usual social problems in s fontion and
an accepted patiern of socil activity which included a

e saloon, bawdy houses, transient workers, and other disrupting
f

instructive activities which evolved from the churches,
organizations, private clubs and zealous leaders who def
pla £ tha the  culture and refinement they had known elserw
new hom

hat these did n
must be credited o the abundance of interesting, excit

leadership which
solved them with
I ages and levels.
elements could have defeated the efforts toward the \*\luhlnlmmm o
cultured and socially acceptable code of living, Ti

ing, .lmu\m)z and
fraternal orders,
termined to trans-
here to this, their

Clgpir A
Tz Cior Sice of Saeicy

REFERENCE HAS BEEN made in previous chapters to the conflict
between the two elements in Lake City: the lawless and ﬂwh\\ abiding
For that reason, it is of interest and significance to_cite some specific
infractions of the law which disturbed an otherwise peaceable and pro-

5

n August 7, the Silver World reported horse thieves were
active in the area, and aidod, “we
violence, but we don’t know anythi

h
» the hanging of & borss thiet~ Tho sditor wroie s partial
, the problem was preser
The “hanging fever” apparently had been growing, because a few
nights previous, J. M. Ford, a e o camp, had made an unpro-
mlnur Severely sashing i back
A A ity and his firends
resented the attack. Talk of hanging started. The men were persusded.
however, to run Ford out of town as an alternative. This was counter:
manded when Gardner's wounds proved to be more serious than orinaly
ported. As  result, Ford was detained. Unable to make the 2,000 bond
e was taken 1o the Del Norte jui yhere charges were filed. Gardner
recovered from his wounds, and Ford was i or seesal o battery
Perhaps it was this difficulty of getting a guilty verdict in court a
commensurate punishment that made men prefor 1o setle matters i then
own way. A case in point was reported in the Silver World
Some horses and mules have been stolen from this vicnity, ither by
an organized band of thieves, or by parties who want a cheap yet
expeditious way of leaving the county, Anyone found with s wclen
horse wouldn't be bothered by questions, but would be allowed a
fow moments meitation and prayer before ascending upward —on

z.\w [k somelawcatorescimnt,  pone ok out 10 Shpeahid s ke
m s. Two were caught near D el \m te by Sheriff W T l\ ing and his
l» .md were returned to ary he: The thieves
\\ch bound over and held in a n'm]mmr\ jail, the only th \;mu' avail-
arded by James Hall and Jack Lewis. About 3 AM. the

jail to make an inspection, and Lewis, thinki
fired through the window, mortally wous
the uvnlu\um w\lmln followed, the thieves made their es
Accusers, as well as accused, were often admonished, as in the case

-1
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of Bill Miller, who accused Jimmy Dolan of theft. Dolan was arrested and
brought to trial. The case was dismissed for lack of evidence. “This is
the second case of this kind that has recently occurred in Lake City,"

commented the Sifver World editor. “We should advise persons sustaining
such \0)\&( to be more sure of their evidence before bringing parties info
courts to defend the

ime in the early years. S
it caused civic embarrassment,as w o vistors from Dal Norts 1l
cushions taken from thei es, and, while they were at breakfast
next morning, their shoes and blankets taken from thei rooms. Comment:
g o s fachlent, e Ser World offored a3 suesstion
It would be doing a favor t0 the community to mm it publcy
known if anyone knows who has these articles.
or S L
o leave the camp should be the penalty infli
guilty of stealing.

o i
flicted upon anyone proved

In April, 1876, the town trustees considered the
ail. A commitee was appointed to prepare plans and obt

fur the construction of uilding. By June, 1876,

completion. The Silver V\mld termed

stated that it was,

quate
tain estimates
a log structure neare

s log "calaboose,” and furthdll

ably adapted as @ “cooler.” A drunk might possibly avoid
if lyi ovemight 1o get *“cooled off” the
polics will Iuvc oo more IIOL\ML to return a “non est inventu:
and draw thei fees. A squar rrangement all around and ong w which
we hope will prove equally satistactory to .,.«.,;.ym nd offender
This eynicism prevaied in the community as continued
to serve only as a safe depository for drunks. e Sioer Worid waxed
poeticoverthe -lugging” of an incbriated female to the “boose” one Thars:
day night, saying “who she was and how she fared, nobody knew and
nobady cared
Meanwhile, gunplay and fist fights were used as a means of settling
differonces. When dowbt arose as to the guil of the surviving party, he
was placed under bond and held for preliminary hearing. One ca-
tion occurred in the Star Billiard Hall on the nmm of ey 3. 1576, Johmny
Roche and Dan Emmit settled an argument s. Roche was killed
od an innocent bystander wounded. Opinions ivided a8 to who drew
rst. Emmit was held for trial, and placed under $3,000 bond. He was able
b e bl it s elosen el I St conveasd, Eml
s arrested on a second charge, assault with intent to commit rape on
ane of the of a dance house. In default of $2.000 ba
by term of court. Two weeks later he escaped
by ||ngmgﬂul Aesian T sl T jail, “an easy task,” according to the
Silver World. “The jail is unfit for the detention of anyone save a drunk.”
No effort was m .(k o recapture Emmit. “He'd probably be proven not
ity of both charges and a serious expense would be entailed on the
v without good results.* lamented the editor
The town rustees increased the polie forc
ing E. Eastman and Willm MeBride o serve as pe icers. Their
pay was to be 85 re] conviction. W. R m(mm-m jnd Frank
Knisley were apgointsd 1 tho ight fovc, a8 suaty of 450 ach per
mont

getting o

o this time, by appoint
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Winter months gave a respite from serious crimes. Transient workers
and driters, who wsually wero crodited with provoking lawlessness
moved to warmer climates. In February, 177, however, the town board
made an inspection o the i, nd uthorized the expenditare of $150 to
make it more secure. The Sicer World approved tho projct, and added
Fortunat pn‘sun there is little or no use for h
g, willno doubl, come more o lss awless charac-
the strong hand of the law wil Trequently have
etter jail will be demandex
ore " began 3 tab form cary in 1877, Peddlers were
ired to pay $35 & yea license fee; the 85 male and $19 female dog tax
B 15 ol deans 45 1o 810 B s ot G allvwing b,
sheep, or goats to run loose, and a $5 to 835 fine for carrying concealed
weapons was set. A strect tax of $6, or two days labor, was ordered, and
city hotel owners were required to remove garbage to outside city limits
weekly. Gambling laws were amended, requiring a 50 license fee for each
B 50 Fomo table, with a 85 foe for cach additional game in the same
room and under the same management. Prostitutes were required to
register with town officials and pay a $10 license fee monthly.

The first case recorded in the Hinsdale County Judgment Book was
oon May 17, 1877, when H. F. Fraley was charged with assault and battery.
He had appeared before Judge Frank Curtis, May 7, 1877, and was fined
53 and costs of

The docket of er

the advent o 5
ters upon w hu.
to be placed, t

nal cases in District Court, June 18, 1877, listed:

People v
People  vs
People  vs

Daniel Emmit Murder
Daniel Emmit
EW S\Hul('o

Rape
Assault with intent to kill
orger

People  vs Sriswold  For
People v DanielEmmit  Manslaughter
People vs  Hugh Lambert &

ewis Lambert  Resisting officer
Pooglo v Jobm Dalton Larceny
People  vs le Assaul ttery

People  vs Assault with intent to kill
Judge Thomas M. Bowen was the presiding judge. At this term of court
o cases were dismissed. and the other defendants had broken jl and
not as secure as hoped by its \up|mrmr~
Personal L Ln\furxul|\u|\l continued with the use of a ~4 Colt,
shooler, o ists, knives, und clubs e
ecpers, bartonders, and mine superintendents were armed in
sard defense s were th private 2us of the community
e trouble was not unust laborers at the mines
were ecoently iavoived in gun play. A smal war of the races broke out
Crookeville early in Jul with a “free for all fight between three
Americans and four ‘spics rm.nmz a brilliant victory for the former,
‘u.wmlmklulhe San Juan Cre
mku \lnunlum \cu s, on August 9, 1877, observed:
1 m- ey noisy but good natured. Street brawls
d the >k of the playful six-s \hamtcr is rarely heard. W1 hcn
they do fight, however, it & ih eamest: but the coroner is always
on hand and as soon as the smoke unh\ulm dAﬂ\ in and lugs off the
remains.
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racteisic of this “Shooting in earmest” was the strect fight I
Willam Brock from Guntison 3ad Tom King of Lake Gy wech ocomreel
on Aprl 3, 1877, King had publily theestones tokillBrock,who had servad
on a vigilante committee in which Kin ised of stealing,
The two met one evening at Third and Silver sm-ch An argument and
gosued, Both men started d Street, then
tore, and faced cach other tance of abor
cisht fect. Shots wore oxchanged. King was del eved in drawing, S
fan stuck i the bolster,He was i th st ing returned the fire,
hiting Bracic s o rin with b st bullet, while a sccond shot struck
rock in the arm and then lodged near the shoulder. Brock's gun jammed,
50 he ran down the street, sceking refuge in Charlie  Haines” cabin
(I;ul a \\l\.\.k later (i[ wounds received in the fight. B
ofany. charges Public sentiment was entrly with ough Ki
support ex i : il
supporters declard Brock had his gun ou, eidon under  blanust G
o argument. The e e oppnizational mecing &
week later and formed the Citizens and Miners brateciive tion,
designed to protect th rights of minersand people o the (s
August 6, 1877, a culprit felt lhg (nld lmnd ul ullm
for crime. The incident was reported i

Last \1.m¢n a brute answering to Aln. uuphunmu\ name of

W t .LL] ttempted a nameless crime upo
a small boy, at the lower end of town. The cries of the brou

the fath he soene of the assault, who. with club f.l:lm.:m f,];!

and lodging him in the *

. by a delegation of our citizens, who

ty-five lashes on the bare bek, with

The punishment, though severe

ate with the heinousness of the
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n punishment

Subsequently, he was re
gave him a hundred and
free permi

ity
was not, in our opinion commense
offen

Election day in early Lake City time

Bl arly Lake Gity times provoked tempers and cau

violence. An example is "Il' m\lr(kr of Luther Rhea, a (]‘l et, jl::ﬁﬂun\’v‘\’z

young man. Rhea and Jacl Is, an express driver, engag

nt over the election. \\'v“\ spoke disparagingly of ca

Hughes, Rhea resented the language ‘and struck Welk. The incident

;nmu d L;’l\( in Wells’ Hllll(l w Inh he spent the evening looking for Rhea.

Eindine i inthe entennial Saloon, Wels walked up o i and opened

ire. Within twelve minutes Rhos ad. Wells was arrested, chargod

with murder, and eld o the grand jur e
ea’s funeral serv was condu at e Presh

by Reverend George Darl d Rev 1{Lm‘]uBI B‘ ‘A’L e

um,u presiding clder of the Southern District of ¢
and played a last tribute with muffled drums, Wells was

::_ljllm :nurrlur;)lml\u ter a trial was held in Del Norte on Apri

e citizens of Lake City shared the disgust voiced by the Siiver
he itzens of Lake hared the disgast vosced by the Sioes Wortd

Election violence contined
violence was rare
tion, editorially

fact, an election unmarked with
. 1878, the Silver World decried the situa-

There are rumors that another man is to
on clection day.
rowdyism

! i put out of the way
e disgraced &t every election I
FREIENE i T stai i

with

68

blood? Are the knife and pistol to control our elec
free election to be prevented and free speecl
Horbe stifled by fear of assassnation? We cal upon
it peace is preserved; tha the ity endinanes, cosing all alocie,

they see to }t that candidates % vorkers m
“open house” and furnish free whiskey ts
been dong at previous lections, lo the end that
‘many not lose their reaso brutes, and while in liquor,
IR & quorcoling and ghting,

fonsh Is a fair and
nd free «huu.,h«
our officers to

Violence growing out of clecton slander continucd, as evidenced
by the Young-Bennett shooting fray in November, , 1881. Frank C. Bennett
was  candidate for clerk on the Republican ticket. His character had been
caustically assailed by his opponent. The two engaged in a fist fight to
Comet S.wlmm Bennett accus
Young denied.
Bennett proceeded to call Young  liar and Junged at bim. A fght ensued
Bennett stumbled over a spittoon, and while in ¢ i
a “32,” hitting Bennett in the rear. He then e bullet through his
Victim's shoulder. Bennett was taken to the Rocky Mountain Express
Bifce, \omtes, ~nd siven. opistes for shock. Young was placed in the
Bher custoy Bennet die later tat day and Young was charged with
‘mur ail was set at $4,000, and Young's trial was postponed. In the
District Lnur( trial December 12, 1881, \mm;, plcd it guilty by reason
of accidental shooting. The jury debated for three days and ended in a
deadlock. Young was again bound over for the next session of court. In
the next trial, he was found not guilty as charged. The Silver World criti-
cized the outcome of the trial contending Young should have been found
ity of mansaughter since e sartd the trouble it his vle language.

e Ut uprsing in thefll of 157 caused much concern and alarm

All wo children in Lake ity an n to under-

un d ‘mine \\nrkmxs on Henson Creek, hcre lhc) muld Im guarded
safely. No violence was inflicted on Lake City residents or residents in the
mining camps, thn\u,ll ‘Tosephine Meeker, a young girl, and her companions
were kidnapped by the Indians. They were returned, unbarmed
An iromic note was sounde embestlement charge sgaiast
Harry A. Mclntire. The Sagauche (hmmr!u June 17, 1876, announced
his arival in Lake ity from Colorado Sprines. He had come to establish
branch of the Fi Bank of that city. Of Mcntire the paper said,
his honesty and fair dmnm s well kmmn ....d Lake City is fortunate
10 have so fine a man.’ uary, 1880, e was charged and con-
Victed by a court for embezzling $40.000 o e Pt Nesional Bark
of Lake Gty

By 1881, another form of lawlessness became common, robbery of
the stage line. The Siloer World reported that for the fourth time within
six months the mail and express conch on the road between Alamosa and
Ralte ity had been waylaid and robbed. Threo months ater, June 0.
1881, the mail coach on the same route was AL.‘m rol

A more efficie w enforcement pr n was in dfu.\ by 1882
E.N. Campbell had been appointed sheriff in 12(19 He was a hard worker,
a conscientious officer and highly respected by Lake City residents. The
tragedy ‘urrounding his untimely death stands out in Lake City criminal

" eorge Betts and James Browning were owners of the notorious San
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THE OCEAN WAVE BRIDGE, NORTH OF TOWN, OVER THE LAKE
FORK OF THE GUNNISON RIVER. IT WAS from this bridge that George
Betts and James Browning were hanged by a lynch mob. Their bodies
were left dangling from ropes for a full day, so that school children might

‘that crime did not pay.” The bridge has now been
replaced by a steel structure.

Juan Central dance house. Frequent assaults and shootings earned for
this establishment the name, “one of the vilest places in the San Juan.
City officials had been importuned to close the place. Betts, a n
was generally accepted as a person of shady character, and he
accused of robbery vicinity on previous occasions. Brown
was only eighteen, seemed entirely under the influence of Betts.
were persuaded by two,girl from the dance hall o onter the
house which had been built and furnished by T. W. M. Draper, Sug
tendent of the Golden Flecce mine. The house was then owned by W. G
Luckett. Though the house was unoccupied, it contained
bric-a-brac. The men, anxious to please the gi

ry investigation of the premises and removed some. valuable
articls, which were later found i their posession. Yet, before the dis
covery, the two laid plans to return to the house for more looting.

April 25, 1 happy day in Lake City. Plans
were being made to attend the party which would follow the wedding re-
hearsal of two popular residents, Miss Mary Stem and Harry Beatty. The

ing was to be a large public affair on the following day. The Odd
d also planned an anniversary parade and celebration,

ners were preparing for a special meeting. It was
an opportune time for a robbery to be committed.

Luckett returned umexpectedly to Lake City and checked his house
He found it had been entere several things were missing,
He reported the matter to Sheriff Campbel who sunmoned his deputy

Smith, and the two went to the Luckett officers were

 dark hall when, at about 1:45 P-M. they heard the back door
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being opened. Two men entered and struck matches, clearly revealing
their identity. At the sheriff's order to drop their guns and throw up their
hands, Betts fired his gun, striking Campbell, who fell to the floor.
Campbolretured the fire bt his bullet missed it aim and lodged in the
wall. He called out to Smith to catch the almost instanly,
therafter. Smith, concerned with the sherifs fatal injury, did not follow
e men. Their identity was known, hm\uur and armed scouts were sent
inall direcions to apprehend ther. Botts ptured on the Del Norte
“Androw and Duggan. Browning was arrested by night
polceman Hines in the San Juun Gemtral danco hall. Both men were placed
in jail.

A coroner’s jury was summoned by Coroner Rapp. The verdict
was, nmphul] dmd of a “.44” bullet which entered his left side, pmrcmg
his heart. The bullet matched Bett's gun. Browning carried a *.38.” These
s were found on the men when they wers captured, Be's gun b one
empty shll he was charged with murder and Browning named <
sory. The pri cre manacled and placed in the loft conter jal cel

The ;\Ncmulln of the kilig lod to mab, violence. The Silcor World
reported i

... tribute to justice offered by 500 citizens of Lake Cit day,
B e i pania ikl B haoratags oA sy dur
hey evinced a determined feeling, and may openly advocated
immediate infliction of the proper penalty. As the cyclone silently
gathers its deadly power, so did the tempers of the people gather
Lcsulunnn that the murderers should during the night be hurled to

raged citizens bogan gathering at the appanted place, near
the \her1ﬁ~ home, at 11:00 P.M. The men were masked and armed with
rifles. Some had ropes, athers hid sleies with which to batter down the
jail doors. Every able
but the valley was i
Three men attempted ludmuwdc the ation, bt they were forced to retire,
small metal whistle
toward the jail. Guards ordered the m
0d 1o one paused. In twenty minutes the jal door was broken open
Browning was dragged out first. Five time:
it was secured, while he begged for fnemll
tobacco and cursed the people as te rope was placed around his neck. Both
were h.d to the Ounm Wave Bridge, north of town, where they were tied
professed s innocence and begged pllcmhl\ for
, “Up with them!” the ise
s thre futle attempts & .., b i
rwise nether strugaled. The bodies were loft
e el
They were buried Friday morming. Mapy habitues of the dance |..u.~g
followed them to their graves. Reverend H. Whaley, by request reac
flred, prayers for e A ey
service preceded that of their victim
The coroner pronounced the two men, “hanged by unknown parties.
B e 2ot chom et 1 s i boiss mebng o
the beams of the bridge. The two girls who had persuaded Browning and
Betts to attempt the robbery left town soon after the hanging
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The Silver World pri nted excerpts from the Gunnison Daily Reviet
Denver Republican, Denver Evening World, and Pucblo Chicftain, All
approved the Betts and Browning Uynching. The Silver World concurred
in the opinion and asserted that crafty lawyers and legal technialities
=] likely have freed them both. The editor added

We fully and uxmq\u\(vull) endorse the recent action, not that we
eloat over it; but because it was a dire necessity. We rejoice in the
evidence so sternly demonstrated. that the. paple wee ot o
spirit, calloused in nature, nor overawed by the baser element
present in the community; but that deep down in their natures lie
the seeds, the very fl)lanMHm of justice.

Fameral srvices for Sheiff Campbell were conducted at the Presby:
terian (‘hunh under the auspices of the 1.0.O.F. Silver Lodge No.
which hac led its planned annivers celebration out u{ pccl
for the deceased. Business houses were cosed, all public buldings were

draj g, and the flag at the Court House flew at half-mast.
jons nunlmd from (,JmphuH s home tothe church and fram
(hz,n: (n I|IL cemetery. The ould ‘accommodate one-half the
number who attended the service. Sh eriff (Jmpl)c" had come to Lak
ity in June, 1876. He served as i from Apil 9, 1675, unil his deatl
He left a wife and six childr o fom nine saonths to cletll
years.

Two and one half years later the town board passed an ordinance
permiting the San Juan Central to apen s dance. halonly. Cloving o
was set at AM. and no minors were permitted to enter the establish-
ther ordinance prohibited prostitutes from entering any saloon,
other than rogular dance halls, as well as from promenading the public
strets after d
o bridge from which Betts and Browning were hanged became a
R o D B e burial ground of five carly
lay prospectors, the victims of Alfred Packer, confessed kille
consumer of human ﬂ\.\h Though Packer’s crime wa ~1
{6 the period of Lake City's organizaton, s tria was beld i the speinl
83, in Lake
o bocies of iro men, Iatet ientifisd a5 jsrael S
Noon, l'r.mk Miller, Shannon Bell and Jim Humphre;

8

George
ment of a

twenty-one member pa arty enroute from Salt Lake City o the ,a»ld fields.
of Breckenridge,
&

o, were found in a gulch near Lake San Cristobal,
y'was foundad, These men disppsared uttog 14
4. Evidence pointed to foul play. An investigation began,
restof Alfred Packer, who had been hired a the Pinto
r these men. Packer had returned to
with a largs amount of ‘money, for which he
o plasahly saplssatias Fe tos Lid probable story
about the men with whom e had been prospectng WEn e bacios
the prospectors were recovered, the unaccounted appearance, ealth,
and actions of Packer gained significance. By that time he had v
He was found in Wyoming, arrested, and returned to Lake City, to be
tried for the murder of his companions
he trial, through the defendant’s testimony, it was learned that,
ot only did Packer b and Kl s e men, but that their flesh was a
source of food supply fo him as he made wi ey through the snow and

bound mountains to the Indian paoner.

ublic sentiment ran high against Packer because of this revolting
I vever, there wero ofbars inclined o take a moro charitabie
view. They felt that the rigors of the winter, and the hopelessness of the
situation in whicl v-bound, without

men found themselves, lost, snow.
and supplies, had, no doubt removed the last vestige of sanity from
all the group, as well as the survivor.
K:) i found Packer gml() of murder. The sentencing by Judge
M. C. Gerry is a matter of court record.
Wherefore it is considered and o udged by the Cour,that the ssid
bt Backer s s o creby ‘condemned to die upon the scaffold
on the 19th day of M:!) AD. 1883,
B Town of Luke. City. oty aforesad, betw
o'dock AM. and 3 olock PM. of sad day, and it is further con-
sidered, ordered and adjudged that the defendent, Alfred Packer,
removed from tis Court Houwse to the jal of Hinsdale County.
Stal of Colorado, and thers be confined uat the 19t day of May,
AD. at on sald 19th day of May, A.D. 1883, the said
Aibed Pa k\.r I)c \aken from thence by the sherfl o sud Hinsdale
County, to e of execution prepared for the purpose, within the
lionits o said to\\n in the sud County of "m\dAl at the time afore-
said, then and there by said | e hung by the neck until
DO o o 1t s et aat b e ot shesit
of said County for the execution of this judgment and sentence.
The gallows were constructed and special printed invitations were
issued. H. G, Heath still had the invitation in 1960 which was sent to L. C.
Dana. It read

Lake Gity, Colorado, May 2, 1883

Mr. L. C. Dana,
You are sespectfully invited 1o attend the execution of Alfred Packer
at Lake City, Colorado, on the 19th day of May, A.D.
Clair _Smith,
Sheriff
On a morning rior 1o the execution date, Packer was found miss
from the county jail. d been taken to the Gunnison County jail
forsafe kecping. whi h- his case was appealed 1o the Supreme Court o
ion was granted, pending the decision of the
Superc (ﬂurl Thc du:nsum ‘was handed down on July 6, 185¢
cker case was heard by Colorado Supreme Court, brought
nl of Error, July 6, 1886 notice came to Dysmd (‘nnn

ty
ourt ruled that, “... there is manifest error in the
proceedings and judgment Soressd of Distrct Court It is thercfore
Considered and adjudged by the Court that the judy aid o
said Court be and i hereby reversed. annuled, and altogc(hrr Teld for
nagght, and ihat the motion to discharge said plaitif in eror be,
and s Hereby denied,and that this course be remanded to said Distrct
Court fo furher procoedings sccording o law
Wm. E. Bec of §.C., Denver.
Alfrod Packee laiatf in orror
vs People of Colorado, defendent in error,

Case No. 1198
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Packer was granted a new m‘.l and change of venue to Gunnison County.
There he was found guilty and sentenced to foty years al hard labor in
ate penitentiary at Canon City. Around the. tur of the centurys
iyl oo A the Denver Post, and in partcular,
by a reporter known as Polly Pry, Packer was pardoned by Governor
Charles S. T o spent his m;\mmz days on a ranch near Denver,
where, it e dhed
orthe remainder of the period under consideration, crimes seem 0
SR Ve . frequently than personal settlement
by an aggrieved The jail, however, was stll regarded as inade-
Gquateforsafe confinement, consequently prisoners were often transferrd
10 the Gunnison County jail. In March, with four large
cells, was completed. Those charged with crime and found guily were
successfully confined in the:

ew quarter
The Lake City ordinance for misdemeanors in 1898 listed the follow-
ing crimes and penalties:

Crime Maximum  Minimum
Impersonating an officer $100 -
Indecent exposure 100 510
Cruelty to anis $ 50 53
Intoxication and disorderly conduct ~ $ 50 $ 5 & jail
until sober
Firing Arms or explosions $100 s1
Sports that frighten horsm $ 20 $3
Stone throwing at buidin 8 25 $3
b of peace, obscene langusge 3100 $3
Mnluu g Strangers 5 $5
Disturbing religious exercise $100 $5
rbing assemblie: 8 50 s1
False fire alarm s1
orderly house $100 & loss
of license 5
Injuring streets $ 50 85
Al risoners to escape $100 85
Intimidation by weapons $ 50 -
-~ (Citizen arrest
3100 1
Quarreling, fighting, breach of peace  $ 25 s
Qbstructing_streets 825 85
ng faster than walk over bridges $ 25 $5
Cabasied weapons $100 525 & weapons

seized and sold
$5

Vagrancy 8 25
Resisting arrest 8100 $5
Injuring water works $300 5100

The Miner’s strike in March, 1806, constituted nw Im pres S8 of
violence in the perioc ies were affected, Ute and Ul the
Hullh-n Treasure. About one hundred men were mmhcd forty of whom

were Italian. The It were mcmbm of a recently ed
o o Westocs Folerstios of MineraIALtow otkire icans s 11
membership in this union. The mining companies invoived. issued an

order requiring all single men to board at company boarding houses.
The Italians refused to comply with the order and went on strike. They
broke into the Armory of Co. A. 2nd Infantry in Lake City and carried
away arms and ammuniton, When the Americans came 0 work they were
the talians who threatened to shoot them if

o work. Not only bad arms and amomen
ester B g e i

gsistod in returaia
o P o rds been mn(“cned but all W
firearms on sale ad been purchase
O arch 16 Governor Charies 5. Thomas ordered out the following
{£90ps, under Colonl MaCarey of the Ist Inf
Cos AandB - It Ifantry
and B —2nd Infantry
Teaops B and C, First Squad, Cavalry
. Chatfee light artillery
These units reached Lake ity March 20, and were quartered in the
Armory
Wit the arrival of the militia, wholesale amess were made. The
military officers, civil ‘mine managers, citizens, and the iaian
Consul reached an agroement that prisoners were to bé released, if the
single men would leave the county within three days and the married men
within sixty days. The employees of the companies involved could board
where they pleased. This agreement received general approval, except by
the lalitan Consul and the Italian strkers However, since the company
manage lready resolved not to employ Halian worl rers, these
gners were lof with no choice but to moy
B oo i of L essmes hm n.mul\lul it is not difficult
1o visualize the constant vigilance necessa n even a minimum
e cammont.Cradit showld be given (0 he stron ladership which
persevered through the early years and brought order and respect for law
0 this mining community

Miner's Cabin on Henson Creek
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IWHEN OTTO MEARS, pioncer
of the San Juan n 193 equest w
cremated and he: . vee the divkde hu“m‘ Lake City
= e, ei i the moumtais he had fought and o
Joved, This request was fulfiled n Augus after a memori
held in Silverton at the Episcopal C Bishop Ingley officiating,
BThis was an unusual expression oy o aasiical wim, sod
exciting, history-making era
The busy tourist scason bolsters Lake
i definite distnction between the permanent and the ransient residents
fThe peopic of Lake City are friendly and cooperative in making their
B e i) comctyie; bt thero s carta nbéreat
quality which forms an invisible barrier to protect the segment of the past
which still may be found in the lfe of the community
When the last tourist leaves, Lake City does not become a stagnate,
isolated town waiting for the next vacation season. Those who remain
revert to those pleasures of uninterrupted reading, quiet, leisurely visits
with friends and neighbors of long standing, small club activities, and
church services, all in the pattern of their pioneer background. The radio
and television h..m- finally intruded, but they have not replaced the
pleasure of p e piano, .|.« pump-organ, and the violin, nor the joy
of singing together famiar songs of the past. Modern merchandise and
Bparcd foods are available, but needle 2t and time-tested,recipes s
y e have been added, but the

aier devloper, and alroad magnate
d

's economy today, but there

[ ing cam n Juan Country, only four
remain: Ouray, Silverton, Telluride, and Lake Gity. The others are now
onl) nicoarts, with decaying, lh'bpnl.ﬂed log structures as reminders
o more prosperous era. The social and cul ackground of the remain-
ing tow tributed to their prese; o ce, and influenced
B cocrent vocal patterns. For that reason, e

a history of the social, educa
nd recreational phase of Lake City's first twenty-five years is
importan
There s an clusive, et sanguing, te with the past. 1t s fet by those
who knew Lake City in its early days. This is simply and sincerely expressed
in this copy-book letter found between the chinked logs of an 1576 cabin in
City

August 28, 1935
my father, Thoms C. Higeins
1 lived "til 1887
1 the happiest memories of

four years ago, in 1880,
bought this house. and here he, &
at time I was tw rs o

ny boyhood center at this spot,
hen we were approaching Lake City last Saturday, August

ONE OF THE EARLIEST CABINS in Lake City. It was built in 1876,
B o e o ock roum ohich et saec of o Tidingplace’
incase of an Indian attack. This is the present summer home of the author.
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24th., T wondered if this old house would be still standing, and

who ako the lm\;'hle mlmd can imagine my pleasure when 1 found
an; delight when I found 1 co

i fur()ur n s e i

e Tk Ag Rl o ikl el

}(;‘mp and waking up in the rooms where [ dreamed big dreams

lifty years ago. all of n came true, but coming back

old ouse and the od home did s i ool
about the most splencid spot in al the world,

lhclmleul) nesl]u‘l in among these old mountains. And on st

night it’s j r 10 heaven, Then, o complete my happines

T found many boys and g s e iy Sears g0, an e hl](]ren

and grand chiiren, splendid, happy, checrfl p

ight, 1 wonder if th 1 bee

starry

iy g sl
ot AT ST L e S 1

afs
Good-bye old house, old happy home! Perhaps I will never see
again, but you will always be a happy memory.
John G. Higgins
an Francisco,

you

Zalifornia

Eilipepry
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