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Gore Range from Mosquito Pass by Derek Johnston

“...a college from absolutely nothing but a 
dream, the rarified mountain air, and plenty 
of blood, sweat and tears.”  
– Lucy Bogue

Colorado Mountain College headed into the 1980s on the 
tail of  the booming 1970s. Financially, the college was secure. It 
enjoyed an excellent reputation with the communities within the 
district. In 1980, an opportunity arose that extended the college’s 
reach northward.

LUCY’S DREAM
Lucile Bogue was descended from a pioneer family, raised on 

Missouri Heights above Glenwood Springs, and graduated from 
Garfield County High School. In the 1950s, George Tolles and 
Lucile Bogue had been teaching at the Lowell Whiteman School, 

a private college-preparatory school in Steamboat Springs. Both 
eventually went their separate ways, Tolles to the foreign service 
with the US State Department and Bogue to start a college.

Tolles later recalled that Lucy wrote to him in 1964, saying 
that she was opening a four-year “international” liberal arts 
college in Steamboat Springs. She asked if  he would come teach 
there. He couldn’t resist her offer and came back to the small 
mountain community. At the start, Yampa Valley College enrolled 
150 students, many of  them from countries around the world. 
There was no campus per se, and classes were held all over town.

The college “made quite an impact on Steamboat Springs, 
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